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Introduction

This contribution proposes to remove any references to TSGWs in the 24.228 specification for IMS and include proper references to SGW.

Discussion

The current 3GPP architecture has removed any references to components like TSGWs from it’s specification, namely 23.228 (CR # 060 Rev. 2) & introduced the architecture concept of SGW in 23.002 v5.4.0 (section 5.6).  It currently states:

“The Signalling gateway function is used to interconnect different signalling networks i.e. SCTP/IP based signalling networks and SS7 signalling networks. The application layer (e.g. ISUP, BICC, MAP or CAP) is not affected. The signalling gateway function may be implemented as a stand alone entity or inside another entity. 
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Figure 7: Configuration of a signalling gateway function

Note: SS7 application transport and SCTP/IP adaption protocols are not shown.”

So, T-SGW as a reference node does not exist anymore.

Proposal

Ericsson proposes to align the SGW concepts in 24.228 v1.7.0 with SA2 specifications.

**************** FIRST PROPOSED CHANGE *******************
7.2
Origination procedures

7.2.1
Introduction

This clause presents the detailed signalling flows to define the procedures for session originations.

The session origination procedures specify the signalling path between the UE initiating a session attempt and the S-CSCF that is assigned to perform the session origination service. This signalling path is determined at the time of UE registration, and remains fixed for the life of the registration.

A UE always has a proxy (P-CSCF) associated with it. This P-CSCF is located in the same network as the UE, performs resource authorization, and may have additional functions in handling of emergency sessions. The P-CSCF is determined by the CSCF discovery process.

As a result of the registration procedure, the P-CSCF determines the next hop toward the S-CSCF. This next hop may be directly to the S-CSCF (MO#1a for the roaming case, MO#2 for the home case), or to an I-CSCF who forwards the request to the S-CSCF (MO#1b). These next-hop addresses could be IPv6 addresses, or could be names that are translated via DNS to an IPv6 address.

Sessions originated in the PSTN to a mobile destination are a special case of the Origination procedures and three possibilities to route such sessions are detailed. In the first one, all sessions originated in the PSTN are routed towards the IM CN subsystem. The MGCF uses H.248/MEGACO to control a Media Gateway, and communicates with the SS7 network. In case of interworking between IP based and SS7 based signalling network is required, a SGW would be used [2]. The MGCF initiates the SIP request, and subsequent nodes consider the signalling as if it came from a S-CSCF. In the second one, all sessions originated in the PSTN are routed towards the CS domain. The entry point of the network is then a G-MSC. In the third one, the operator can choose to handle simultaneously the first two routing possibilities and a way to handle this flexibility is detailed.

**************** SECOND PROPOSED CHANGE *******************
7.4
Termination procedures

7.4.1
Introduction

This clause presents the detailed signalling flows to define the procedures for session terminations.

The session termination procedures specify the signalling path between the S-CSCF assigned to perform the session termination service and the UE. This signalling path is determined at the time of UE registration, and remains fixed for the life of the registration. This signalling path is the reverse of the session initiation signalling path of Clause 7.2. Therefore there is a one-to-one correspondence between the origination procedures of subclause 7.2 and the termination procedures of this clause.

A UE always has a proxy (P-CSCF) associated with it. This P-CSCF is located in the same network as the UE, and performs resource authorization for the sessions to the UE. The P-CSCF is determined by the CSCF discovery process, described in Subclause 5.2.1 (Local CSCF Discovery).

As a result of the registration procedure, the P-CSCF knows the address of the UE. The assigned S-CSCF, in the home network, knows the name/address of the P-CSCF. If the network operator owning the S-CSCF wants to keep their configuration private, the S-CSCF will have chosen an Interrogating-CSCF, I-CSCF, who will perform the firewall functions and pass messages to the P-CSCF (procedure MT#1b).

Sessions destined to the PSTN are a special case of the Termination procedures. Two of the S-CSCF to S-CSCF procedures deal specifically with PSTN termination, and route the session signalling through a BGCF that allocates a MGCF. The MGCF uses H.248/MEGACO to control a Media Gateway, and communicates with SS7 network. In case of interworking between IP based and SS7 based signalling network is required, a SGW would be used [2]. The MGCF receives and processes SIP requests, and subsequent nodes consider the signalling as if it came from a S-CSCF.
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