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1. Overall Description:

During an Inter SGSN RA Update procedure the PDP Contexts that are active in old SGSN are transferred to the new SGSN. The standards allows that up to X number of PDP Contexts can be active simultaneously per subscriber, and the standard also assumes in its description of the roaming procedure that all SGSN's will support the maximum number of contexts.

There have been indications that this is not the case, and that vendors only will support a limited number of active PDP Contexts per subscriber.  No solutions exist in the specifications to handle the case when the two SGSN's involved in the Inter SGSN RA Update procedure are from different vendors and might handle a different number of PDP Contexts. It is then up to the implementation in the serving nodes to take actions to solve the problem.  

The attached CR proposes a priority mechanism whereby the old SGSN can decide the priority of the transferred context. The old SGSN shall send the PDP context IEs in prioritised order in the SGSN Context Response message, i.e. the most important PDP context first in the message.

The priority mechanism could be implementation dependent, but typically it could be based on the current activity and QoS for a context.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

CN4 asks SA2 to consider a priority mechanism for PDP contexts at Inter SGSN RA Update and to include a description of the principle for such a mechanism in the stage 2 specification. 
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