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Roles of 3G_MSC-A and 3G_MSC-B need to be clarified with respect to Location Reporting since it is not clear how a previously initiated location reporting procedure has to proceed after Handover/Relocation. The order to perform location reporting at change of Service Area has to be transferred to the target RNS in order to keep the procedure active. This contribution clarifies which network element performs this task in various scenarios.
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In the Inter-3G_MSC relocation case, 3G_MSC-A keeps the control of the Location Report Control procedure. However, re-issuing the Location Reporting Control messages after subsequent Intra-3G_MSC-B relocations is the responsibility of 3G_MSC-B.
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4.3.1
Role of 3G_MSC‑A

In the Intra-3G_MSC handover/relocation case, the 3G_MSC‑A (simply termed 3G_MSC) controls the call, the mobility management and the radio resources before, during and after an Intra-3G_MSC handover/relocation. When RANAP or BSSMAP procedures have to be performed, they are initiated and driven by 3G_MSC‑A.

In the case of intra-MSC handover of a speech call, 3G_MSC‑A controls the transcoder in the core network. The 3G_MSC‑A determines if a transcoder is required to be inserted or released in the CN. 

In the case of Inter-3G_MSC relocation, 3G_MSC-A links out the transcoder.

In the Inter-3G_MSC relocation case, 3G_MSC‑A is the 3G_MSC that controls the call and the mobility management of the UE during the call, before, during and after a basic or subsequent relocation. When RANAP procedures related to dedicated resources have to be performed towards the UE, they are initiated and driven by 3G_MSC‑A. The 3G_MSC‑A - 3G_MSC‑B interface works as a 3G_MSC - RNS interface for the RANAP procedures. The Direct Transfer signalling is relayed transparently by 3G_MSC‑B between 3G_MSC‑A and the UE.

During a successful relocation the order to perform location reporting at change of Service Area is not transferred to the target RNS. In the Intra-3G_MSC-A relocation case, the 3G_MSC-A re-issues the Location Reporting Control towards the target RNS. In the Inter-3G_MSC relocation case, 3G_MSC-A keeps the control of the Location Report Control procedure. However, re-issuing the Location Reporting Control messages due to subsequent Intra-3G_MSC-B relocations is the responsibility of 3G_MSC-B.
************************ NEXT MODIFIED SECTION ****************************

4.4
3G_MSC‑B

For roles and functional composition of the 3G_MSC‑B working as pure GSM MSC, please see previous clause ("MSC‑B").

4.4.1
Role of 3G_MSC‑B

In the Intra-3G_MSC handover/relocation case, the 3G_MSC‑B keeps the control of the whole Intra-3G_MSC handover/relocation procedure. 3G_MSC-B notifies MSC-A or 3G_MSC-A of intra-3G_MSC-B InterSystem handover and intra GSM handovers by using the A_HANDOVER_PERFORMED message.

In case of intra-3G_MSC-B SRNS relocation, if security algorithms have been changed then:

a) When BSSMAP is used on the E interface, the A_HANDOVER_PERFORMED message shall be sent.

b) When RANAP is used on the E interface, the LOCATION REPORT message shall be sent. 
On reception of an order to perform location reporting at change of Service Area from 3G_MSC-A, 3G_MSC-B shall be responsible to re-issue the Location Reporting Control message after subsequent Intra-3G_MSC-B relocations/handovers. This may be performed right after the successful completion of the Relocation Resource Allocation procedure.
************************ NEXT MODIFIED SECTION ****************************

6.2.2
Intra-3G_MSC GSM to UMTS Handover

The procedure for a successful Intra-3G_MSC handover is shown in figure 9. It is assumed that selection of a candidate UE/MS has already taken place within the BSC based upon the criteria presented in clause 5. The exact algorithm, in the BSC, for determining a candidate UE/MS is not addressed in the present document. The procedures discussed do not make use of the Mobile Application Part (MAP), represented by signalling function 4 in figures 4 and 6. The procedure described in this subclause covers case ii).

In case of subsequent handover the following applies. If 3G_MSC-B supports location reporting  at change of Service Area and if BSSMAP signaling is used on the E-interface, 3G_MSC-B shall always initiate the Location Reporting Control procedure at change of Service Area towards the target RNS since no request for Location Reporting can be received from MSC-A. In that case, the Location Reporting Control procedure shall be initiated by 3G_MSC-B after the Relocation Resource Allocation procedure has been executed successfully.
The change of Service Area shall be reported to MSC-A within an A_HANDOVER_PERFORMED message.
In the case of ongoing voice group calls, the handover does not take place since voice group calls are not supported in UMTS.

************************ NEXT MODIFIED SECTION ****************************

6.2.3
Procedure for Intra-3G_MSC SRNS Relocation

The procedure for a successful Intra-3G_MSC SRNS Relocation is shown in figures 10 and 11. SRNS Relocation is used to relocate the serving RNS functionality from one RNS to another. The procedure may or may not involve change of the radio resources assigned for the corresponding UE. Whether or not the Relocation includes change of radio resources assigned for the UE does not affect the SRNS Relocation procedure in the Core Network.
In case of subsequent Intra-3G_MSC-B SRNS relocation the following applies:

-
If 3G_MSC-B has previously received an order to perform location reporting at change of Service Area from 3G_MSC-A and if 3G_MSC-B also supports Location Reporting Control, it shall issue the Location Report Control message towards the target RNS after successful completion of relocation. Upon receipt of Location Report, 3G_MSC-B shall forward it towards 3G_MSC-A via E interface. 

-
If 3G_MSC-B supports location reporting at change of Service Area and if BSSMAP signalling is used on the E-interface, 3G_MSC-B shall always initiate the Location Reporting Control procedure at change of Service Area towards the target RNS, since no request for Location Reporting can be received from MSC-A. In that case the Location Reporting Control procedure shall be initiated by 3G_MSC-B after the Relocation Resource Allocation procedure has been executed successfully. The change of Service Area shall be reported to MSC-A within A_HANDOVER_PERFORMED message.
It is assumed that selection of a candidate UE has already taken place within RNS based upon the criteria presenting in clause 5. The exact algorithm, in RNS, for determining a candidate UE is not addressed in the present document. The procedure discussed does not make use of the Mobile Application Part (MAP), represented by signalling function 4 in figures 4 and 6. The procedure described in this subclause covers case ii).
************************ NEXT MODIFIED SECTION ****************************

8.2
Handover GSM to UMTS

The following subclauses describe two options for the Basic and Subsequent GSM to UMTS Handover procedures. The first, as described in subclauses 8.2.1 and 8.2.3 respectively, provides for a circuit connection between (3G_)MSC‑A and (3G_)MSC‑B. The second, as described in subclauses 8.2.2 and 8.2.4 respectively, provides for a Basic and Subsequent Handover without the provision of a circuit connection between (3G_)MSC‑A and (3G_)MSC‑B. In all the above mentioned subclauses, the following principles apply:

-
during the handover resource allocation, only the handover related messages that are part of the applicable BSSAP subset - as defined in 3GPP TS 09.08 [7] - shall be transferred on the E-interface;

-
the trace related messages that are part of the applicable BSSAP subset - as defined in 3GPP TS 09.08 [7] - can be sent by the MSC‑A on the E-interface after successful handover resource allocation. In the subclauses 8.2.1 and 8.2.2, it is however allowed at basic handover initiation on the E-Interface to transfer one trace related message that is part of the applicable BSSAP subset - as defined in 3GPP TS 09.08 [7] - together with the applicable handover related message. The applicable handover related message shall always appear as the first message;

· 
If 3G_MSC-B or 3G-MSC-B’ supports location reporting control at change of Service Area, 3G_MSC-B or 3G_MSC-B' shall always initiate the Location Reporting Control procedure at change of Service Area towards the target RNS since no request for Location Reporting can be received from MSC-A. In that case the Location Reporting Control procedure shall be initiated after the Relocation Resource Allocation procedure has been executed successfully. The change of Service Area shall be reported to MSC-A within an A_HANDOVER_PERFORMED message.
-
during the handover execution, i.e. while the UE/MS is not in communication with the network, the MSC‑A shall queue all outgoing BSSAP messages until the communication with the UE/MS is resumed;

-
finally, during supervision, i.e. while the UE/MS is not in the area of MSC‑A after a successful Inter-3G_MSC GSM to UMTS handover, the subset of BSSAP procedures and their related messages - as defined in 3GPP TS 09.08 [7] - shall apply on the E-Interface;

· during the intra-3G_MSC‑B GSM to UMTS handover execution, if any, the 3G_MSC‑B shall queue all outgoing Direct Transfer messages until the communication with the UE/MS is resumed.

************************ NEXT MODIFIED SECTION ****************************

8.3
SRNS Relocation

The following subclauses describe two options for the Basic and Subsequent Relocation procedures. The first, as described in subclauses 8.3.1 and 8.3.3 respectively, provides for a circuit connection between 3G_MSC‑A and 3G_MSC‑B. The second, as described in subclauses 8.3.2 and 8.3.4 respectively, provides for a Basic and Subsequent Relocation without the provision of a circuit connection between 3G_MSC‑A and 3G_MSC‑B.

In all the above mentioned subclauses, the following principles apply:

-
during the relocation resource allocation, only the handover related messages that are part of the applicable RANAP subset - as defined in 3GPP TS 29.108 [15] - shall be transferred on the E-interface;

-
the trace related messages that are part of the applicable RANAP subset - as defined in  3GPP TS 29.108 [15] - can be sent by the 3G_MSC‑A on the E-interface after successful relocation resource allocation. In the subclauses 8.3.1 and 8.3.2, it is however allowed at basic relocation initiation on the E-Interface to transfer one trace related message that is part of the applicable RANAP subset - as defined in 3GPP TS 29.108 [15] - together with the applicable relocation related message. The applicable relocation related message shall always appear as the first message;

-
during the relocation execution, i.e. while the UE is not in communication with the network, the 3G_MSC‑A shall queue all outgoing RANAP messages until the communication with the UE is resumed;

-
finally, during supervision, i.e. while the UE is not in the area of 3G_MSC‑A after a successful Inter-3G_MSC relocation, the subset of RANAP procedures and their related messages - as defined in 3GPP TS 29.108 [15] - shall apply on the E-Interface;

-
during the intra-3G_MSC‑B relocation execution, if any, the 3G_MSC‑B shall queue all outgoing RANAP messages until the communication with the UE is resumed;
· after successful completion of the Intra-3G_MSC-B relocation, if 3G_MSC-B or 3G-MSC-B’ has previously received an order to perform location reporting at change of Service Area from 3G_MSC-A, it shall act as specified in subclause 6.2.3.
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