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GERAN2 would like to inform the recipient WGs of this LS that it is studying the possibility to extend scope of the Network Assisted Cell Change (NACC) feature to inter-BSC/RAN scenarios.

NACC is a feature already specified for Release 4 in TSG GERAN. In certain modes of operation in GERAN, the MS can decide upon which the best cell is and trigger autonomously a cell reselection procedure. Before the resumption in the target cell is possible, the MS needs to acquire certain System Information. Since the interruption caused by this cell reselection procedure is not likely to satisfy QoS requirements for certain services, NACC was defined to reduce such interruption. When NACC is implemented, the MS reports that the serving cell is not anymore the best cell and that a cell change is to be performed. At this point, the BSC may provide directly the MS with the necessary System Information messages, so that the MS does not need to read them from the broadcast channel(s) and the resumption of the service can be speeded up in the new cell. For Release 4, the applicability of this feature is restricted to intra-BSC cell changes.

GERAN2 is now considering the extension of this feature for the cases of

1. Old and target cells not belonging to the same BSC; A/Gb mode only.

2. Same as above, but for the MS operating in Iu mode in at least one of the two cells.

3. Change of RAN

In order to perform this extension, the following implications are foreseen:

· A RAN node (either BSC or RNC) will communicate any changes of the System Information needed for cell reselection in any of its cells to any other RAN node with neighbouring cells to those whose information has changed. This may be done:

· via the Iur-g interface
, with the addition of a new procedure to this interface, or

· via the Core Network, relayed by SGSN(s), by defining appropriate procedures on the Gb, Iu and Gn interfaces.

· When the current RAN node does not have the valid System Information of the target cell (e.g. it has expired), it commands the MS/UE to continue cell reselection as in the current procedure.

The work is still in its feasibility study stage. A result of that is the attached document (G2-010160), which is considered as a base for a Technical Report on inter-BSC/RAN NACC. GERAN2 commits to update this information as the discussion progresses.

GERAN2 also kindly invites the other WGs to provide feedback on the benefits and implications of this work, especially for the inter-RAN case. In particular, GERAN2 would like to receive views regarding:

· Whether benefits are expected from extending this feature to the case of cell change from GERAN to UTRAN. GERAN2 believes that the session resumption time would be improved considerably using NACC for cell changes from UTRAN to GERAN, change that may be very frequent in a multi-RAN environment. However, GERAN2 would like to get confirmation from other WGs —in this case especially from RAN2 and RAN3— that the benefits of the inter-RAN NACC justify its standardisation.

· The amount of changes in order to standardise the relaying/routeing functionality of System Information via the Core Network (SGSN).







� If present; the Iur-g is optional in Iu mode and is not used in A/Gb mode.





