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Introduction

Lucent consider it very important to get the document structure for the Cx interface right from the start to avoid unnecessary work later. The document structure should mirror as closely as possible that which has been agreed in CN1 for the IMS specifications. If the scope of the new Cx documents in CN4 is chosen correctly this will avoid confusion and ensure consistent working arrangement across CN1 and CN4 for the documents under their control.

Discussion

In CN1 there are two Technical Specifications proposed for IMS: 24.228 and 24.229. TS 24.228 provides example content of the IMS call control flows across all appropriate interfaces. TS 24.229 defines the IP Multimedia call control based on SIP and SDP and any necessary extensions required for SIP and SDP.  TS 24.229 would then become the definition of the protocol as a stage 3 document.

CN4 have currently endorsed an approach to have two stage 3 documents 29.228 and 29.229. The current split of the scope of these documents doesn’t currently mirror the structure that CN1 intended to achieve a joint approach and get a consistent view of the protocol fit to allow ease of the working arrangements.

Proposal

TS 24.228 is the relevant specification where complete call control flows for IMS are to be documented including the Cx interface flows. TS 24.228 is still being worked in the Joint CN meetings as the flows affect all of CN and their individual working group output. They should therefore be contributed to by all of CN until the flows are stable enough to allow the complete detailed stage 3s to be fully defined.

TS 29.228 is somewhat superfluous but it could be used as a kind of subroutine or macro expansion of sub-flows for the Cx interface where these sub-flow boxes are shown in TS 24.228.

For every addition to 29.228, CN4 shall provide contributions to 24.228 or link it to an existing section in 24.228.
TS 29.229 should define in detail the 3GPP relevant subset of the Diameter Base protocol and any extensions necessary to allow a complete definition of stage 3 for the Cx interface. As such the information that is currently in Section 7 of TS 29.228 should be moved to TS 29.229 as part of the detailed definition. 

All of the above standards would need to comply and be consistent with TS 23.228. This TS remains under SA WG2’s control.

