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1. Background

Nortel contribution N1-001185 proposes a CR on 23.009 which attempts to describe several subsequent HO scenarios. 

2.  Discussion

The changes introduced by this CR can be missleading and may be understood as introduction of several inter-system handovers performed one after another for some subsequent HO cases. 

Our proposal is to stick to the original message from 23.009: Inter-system handover/relocation is performed in the same way, regardless of to which system the anchor MSC belongs. 

More detailed explanation in the following text.

· Ch 7.3.3 & 7.4.3

According to the CR, a subsequent GSM handover to third MSC (MSC-B') looks like a GSM to UMTS handover back to anchor, plus a basic UMTS to GSM handover. That means two intersystem handovers in order to perform a GSM handover, which seems needlessly cumbersome. It could be understood that 2 translations, GSM-UMTS and then UMTS-GSM are needed.

Same HO case is covered with the current 23.009 specification. If it is necessary, we could add in 7.3.2 that the anchor MSC may be a 3G_MSC.

· Ch 8.1.3.2 & 8.1.4.2

According to the CR, a subsequent UMTS to GSM handover to third MSC (MSC-B') consists of a UMTS to GSM handover back to anchor, plus a basic UMTS to GSM handover, that means two UMTS to GSM handovers, how can the second take place if the input are BSSMAP messages (on the E-interface), instead of RANAP messages? The only possible type of handover in this case is a GSM handover.

This HO scenario is already described in 23.009, chapter 8.1.3.2. It already clarifies that the MSC-A can be either 2G or 3G.

· Ch 8.1.3.2.1 & 8.1.3.2.2

The meaning of the new paragraph ("Note that MAP-PROCESS-ACESS-SIGNAL and...") is not clear.

Why is this needed? 

· Ch 8.2.3.3 & 8.2.4.3

According to the CR, a subsequent GSM to UMTS handover to third MSC (3G_MSC-B') consists of a GSM to UMTS handover back to anchor, plus a basic GSM to UMTS handover, that means two GSM to UMTS handovers. How can this take place if the output from the first should be RANAP messages and the input to the second are BSSMAP messages? The only possible type of handover in this case is a GSM handover plus a GSM to UMTS handover.

This case is already covered in 23.009, please see 8.2.3.2.

· Ch 8.3.3.3 & 8.3.4.3

According to the CR, a subsequent SRNS relocation to third 3G_MSC consists of a UMTS to GMS handover back to anchor, plus a basic GSM to UMTS handover, that means two intersystem handovers in order to perform an SRNS relocation. If the anchor MSC (2G_MSC in this case) does not support UMTS/RANAP, our proposal is just to reject the subsequent SRNS relocation.

