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TSG-RAN WG2 thanks TSG-N WG1 for the LS on “Missing definition of high quality signal for UMTS and on comparing UMTS and GSM signal quality” (R2-001743, N1-001039). The following is quoted from the LS:

“The PLMN selection procedure uses a signal quality level “High quality signal” for automatic and manual selection. 

In automatic mode, if the RPLMN, the HPLMN and no preferred PLMN stored in the SIM can be found, the MS shall first select randomly among the PLMN/AS having signal quality above this “high signal quality” limit. Then, if no PLMN/AS above the limit can be found, the MS shall select among PLMN/AS having signal quality lower than the limit in decreasing signal quality.”

This issue was discussed at R2/R4 Ad Hoc meeting 13 Nov 2000, where the following conclusions were agreed:

1. Search scheme and criteria for classifying a UTRA PLMN as having “high quality signal” have been defined. See attached CR to TS 25.304. The criteria might be modified, if later found necessary.
At automatic or manual network selection, only UTRA PLMN/cells fulfilling these criteria are reported to higher layers.
Actual values on “high quality signal” limits are to be decided by TSG-RAN WG4.


2. Ranking of UTRA PLMNs and e.g. GSM PLMNs based on signal quality comparisons is not feasible at network selection, since the characteristics of the radio access technologies are quite different.
Consequently, UTRA PLMNs not classified as having “high quality signal” are not reported to higher layers at network selection.


TSG-RAN WG2 hope that TSG-N can proceed with the work on PLMN selection based on the information above.

Attached: 

R2-002365
Support for PLMN selection (CR046r1 to TS 25.304)

