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1. Discussion

As SIP has been chosen as call control protocol for UMTS Release 2000, it may be necessary to extend SIP for UMTS purposes. However, it needs to be ensured that other fora do not produce SIP extensions (e.g. new SIP headers) with the same names. On the other hand, it is necessary to ensure that 3GPP can make quick progress with the necessary SIP extensions without having to check the "availability" of names for new SIP headers from other fora. For this reason, there needs to be a way to uniquely identify all 3GPP-specific SIP extensions.

Other fora were facing similar problems in the past. For example in the PacketCable Distributed Call Signalling specification, all SIP extensions are prefixed by "Dcs-" (e.g. Dcs-Remote-Party-ID, Dcs-Gate, etc.) to ensure their uniqueness. It would be beneficial for those working groups in 3GPP which are going to propose SIP extensions to adopt a similar work practice.

2. Proposal

It is proposed that N1 and S2 adopt the work practice of prefixing all 3GPP-specific SIP extensions with "3G-". The proper name for a new SIP header would be for example "3G-New-SIP-Header" instead of "New-SIP-Header".

