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3
Requirements and technical solutions

The following subclauses list the main requirements of idle mode operation and give an outline of the technical solution.

3.1
PLMN selection and roaming

The MS normally operates on its home PLMN (HPLMN). However a visited PLMN (VPLMN) may be selected, e.g., if the MS loses coverage. There are two modes for PLMN selection:

i)
Automatic mode ‑ This mode utilizes a list of PLMNs in priority order. The highest priority PLMN which is available and allowable is selected.

ii)
Manual mode ‑ Here the MS indicates to the user which PLMNs are available. Only when the user makes a manual selection does the MS try to obtain normal service on the VPLMN.

There are two cases:

‑
International Roaming ‑ This is where the MS receives service on a PLMN of a different country than that of the HPLMN.

‑
National Roaming ‑ This is where the MS receives service from a PLMN of the same country as that of the HPLMN, either anywhere or on a regional basis. The MS makes a periodic search for the HPLMN while national roaming.

To prevent repeated attempts to have roaming service on a not allowed LA, when the MS is informed that an LA is forbidden, the LA is added to a list of "forbidden LAs for roaming" which is stored in the MS. This list is deleted when the MS is switched off or when the SIM is removed. Such area restrictions are always valid for complete location areas independent of possible subdivision into GPRS routing areas. The structure of the routing area identifier (GSM 03.03) supports area restriction on LA basis.  

If a "PLMN not allowed" message is received by an MS in response to an LR request from a VPLMN, that VPLMN is added to a list of "forbidden PLMNs" in the SIM and thereafter that VPLMN will not be accessed by the MS when in automatic mode. A PLMN is removed from the "forbidden" list if, after a subsequent manual selection of that PLMN, there is a successful LR. This list is retained when the MS is switched off or the SIM is removed. The HPLMN shall not be stored on the list of "forbidden PLMNs".

Optionally the ME may store in its memory an extension of the forbidden PLMN list. The contents of the extension of the list shall be deleted when the MS is switched off or the SIM is removed.

3.2
Camping on a cell

3.2.1
Normal camping

For normal service, the MS has to camp on a suitable cell, tune to that cell's control channel(s), and possibly register within the PLMN so that the MS can:

a)
Receive system information from the PLMN , e.g., the cell options on the BCCH;

b)
Receive paging messages from the PLMN, e.g., when there is an incoming call for the MS;

c)
Initiate call setup for outgoing calls or other actions from the MS (where possible, see subclauses 3.5.3 and 3.5.4).

The choice of such a suitable cell for the purpose of receiving normal service is referred to as "normal camping". There are various requirements that a cell must satisfy before an MS can perform normal camping on it:

i)

It should be a cell of the selected PLMN;

ii)

It should not be "barred" (see subclause 3.5.1);

iii)

It should not be in an LA which is in the list of "forbidden LAs for roaming";

iv)

The radio path loss between MS and BTS must be below a threshold set by the PLMN operator. This is estimated as shown in subclause 3.6;

v)
It should not be a SoLSA exclusive cell to which MS does not subscribe. This requirement is only valid for MSs supporting SoLSA.
Initially, the MS looks for a cell which satisfies these 5 constraints ("suitable cell") by checking cells in descending order of received signal strength. If a suitable cell is found, the MS camps on it and performs any registration necessary. Cells can have two levels of priority, suitable cells which are of low priority are only camped on if there are no other suitable cells of normal priority. (This is called "cell selection").

When camped on a cell the MS regularly looks to see if there is a better cell in terms of a cell re‑selection criterion, and if there is, the better cell is selected. Also if one of the other criteria changes, (e.g., the current serving cell becomes barred), or there is a downlink signalling failure (see subclause 3.6), a new cell is selected. (This is called "cell reselection").

In order to speed up these processes, a list of the RF channels containing BCCH carriers of the same PLMN is broadcast on the BCCH, see subclause 4.8. Also, the MS does not need to search all possible RF channels to find a suitable cell. If, after searching the number of RF channels, given for each frequency band below, with the strongest received signal level, a BCCH carrier has been found but no suitable cell of the selected PLMN has been found, the MS can stop the attempt to find a suitable cell of the selected PLMN.

The number of channels to be searched are 15 for GSM 450, 15 for GSM 480, 30 for GSM 900 and 40 for DCS 1800 and PCS 1900.

3.2.2
"Camp on any cell"

If the MS cannot find a suitable cell, it attempts to camp on any acceptable cell and enter a "limited service state", as defined in subclause 3.7.

3.3
Regional provision of service

An MS may have a "regionally restricted service" where it can only obtain service on certain LAs. If such an MS attempts to camp on a cell of an LA for which it does not have service entitlement, when it does an LR request, it will receive an "LA not allowed" message. In this case:

· The MS stores the forbidden LA identity (LAI) in a list of "forbidden LAIs for regional provision of service", to prevent repeated access attempts on a cell of the forbidden LA. This list is deleted when the MS is switched off or the SIM is removed. If the MS cannot find a suitable cell, the MS performs the PLMN selection procedure starting at subclause 4.4.3.1 A or B.

The MS may also have Localised Service Area cells which are preferred for camping. The MS shall then use the SoLSA cell selection algorithms (see GSM 05.08).

A cell may be reserved for SoLSA exclusive access. This is indicated by EXC_ACC, which is broadcast together with the LSA ID(s) of the cell (see GSM 04.08 and 04.60). An MS is only allowed to camp normally on such a cell if it has a Localised Service Area subscription to the cell. Other MS may camp for limited service. 

NOTE: 
A SoLSA exclusive cell also replaces the MCC+MNC code by an unique escape code (see GSM 03.73), not assigned to any PLMN, in SI3 and SI4. An MS not supporting SoLSA will therefore consider the cell as belonging to a forbidden PLMN. The actual MCC+MNC is broadcast in another SI message (see GSM 04.08).

3.4
Borders between registration areas

If the MS is moving in a border area between registration areas, it might repeatedly change between cells of different registration areas. Each change of registration area would require an LR, which would cause a heavy signalling load
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