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Please find attached tdoc N1-99959, which is the work item “L3 Segmentation feasibility study”, currently being studied by N1.

The work item seeks to find a solution to the problem caused by the L3 message length restriction of 251 octets caused by GSM layer 2 in GSM 04.06.

A number of solutions are being considered by N1, two of which are shown in the attachment.

However from an N1 perspective the simplest solution would be to increase the 251 octet limit in layer 2. This solves all the core network problems on this issue except for how to handle the backwards compatibility problem.

It is understood by N1 in the past that there has been some reluctance for BSS equipment manufacturers to agree to this because it would mean upgrading all the existing basestations. However if this is merely a software upgrade then as a result of all the other changes (GPRS, EDGE, UMTS) then it is likely that the BSS system would be upgraded for R99 in any case.

SMG2 WPA are asked to indicate if this 251 octet limit in 04.06 could be increased for Release 99?

Assuming  that SMG2 WPA can agree to this, then it would seem sensible to define a new message length in GSM to align with the equivalent UMTS limit in UTRAN. 

R2 and/or R3 are asked what is the layer 3 message length restriction in UTRAN?

