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Response to the LS on Location Area concept
N1 thanks S2 for their informing N1 about the decision made on LA concept.

N1 was asked to give their opinion on a preferred solution to satisfy the requirement of independent RA and LA, and roaming between GSM and UMTS.

No real answer could be given, but the following comments and questions were issued :

The requirements in [1] (23.121) will mean rewriting the MM almost completely.

Allowing ULA and URA independency is one of the many  major changes we see.

N1 has been working on the agreed principle that the changes to R99 GSM specifications should be minimised and backward compatibility with older releases maintained when designing roaming between GSM and UMTS.

The relation between LA and RA has been that RA is completely contained within one LA. Changing this assumption would be a major task which can not be done in time for R99. 

The only case where we could see some advantage in URA spanning over multiple ULAs would be in a network with very limited packet traffic volumes, e.g. just after the launch of packet services.

N1 is not convinced that this change of requirements is really beneficial enough to justify the cost?

More generally, From N1 viewpoint it looks that either we fulfill the current requirement in 23.121 and fail to meet the schedule for R99 by a significant margin or the requirements are adjusted to allow the principle of being able to use the existing GSM background for MM.
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