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This document outlines the general principles of 3G and ETSI SMG Specification Handling, the fine detail of the management of the process is ongoing.

Rationale:

The 3GPP require a full set of 3rd Generation system specifications, based on the GSM Core Network and including many of the existing GSM Services. To realise the system, many of the GSM specifications need to be modified and incorporated into the 3rd Generation System Specifications. For these Specifications to evolve work must be carried out within 3GPP and under the approval responsibility of the TSGs. 

Divergence of evolved GSM and 3rd Generation system specifications should be avoided.

Duplication of development work and the creation of almost identical sets of Specifications should be avoided.

In most circumstances, technical corrections to earlier GSM Releases will impact the later 3rd Generation versions of the specification, requiring CRs to all versions.

“Fine tuning” of previous GSM Releases will continue into 2000.

Key decisions of SMG and 3GPP TSGs:

The 3GPP produce a complete set of 3rd Generation “R99” specifications.

To avoid divergence of the 3G and GSM specifications, the responsibility for maintenance (technical corrections) of earlier GSM Releases and the future GSM evolution of those specifications affected should be the prime responsibility of one Technical Body.

-
GSM Specifications modified in any way for the 3rd Generation system are transferred to the 3GPP.

-
Prime responsibility for maintenance of all previous releases of the Specifications is transferred to and carried out by 3GPP TSGs.

-
All GSM R99 versions of specifications transferred to 3GPP becoming part of the 3rd Generation specifications R99, are deleted. 


The remaining GSM specifications will continue to be maintained and developed within SMG. 

-
3rd Generation specifications may contain GSM R99 Specific parts.

-
The final version of the specifications must maintain a clear distinction between GSM and UMTS specifications. There must be a clear indication of which specifications constitute a GSM standard and which specifications constitute a UMTS standard. 

Draft Specifications 01.xx version 0.0.0 (Tdoc N1-99 xxx) and 21.xxx version 0.0.0 (Tdoc N1-99 xxx) describe the content and specification sets of 3GPP R99 and GSM R99. It should be noted that these specifications are only first drafts and modification to the content is should be expected.

To avoid duplication of work, further GSM evolution (GSM R99 onwards) should be incorporated into the 3rd Generation Core Network specifications as GSM specific parts if necessary. 

-
TSG WGs and corresponding SMG STCs co-locate meetings as much as possible.

-
All relevant SMG e-mail lists shall be advised of all CRs to <R99 specifications

-
SMG approve all modifications (TSG CRs) to earlier releases of the GSM specifications, which are ETSI deliverables, if necessary by correspondence, following the co-located TSG Plenary meetings.

-
SMG reviews all modifications (TSG CRs) to R99 and later releases of the 3GPP specifications which impact on GSM, if necessary by correspondence, following approval at the co-located TSG Plenary meetings, and provides comments if necessary back to the TSG meetings.

-
The GSM specifications CR database(s) and GSM status lists are maintained.

-
Current versions of all Releases <99 and the specifications only relevant for GSM are maintained on the SMG ftp site. 

-
ETSI SMG approves the 3rd Generation specifications that are released to the Partner Organisations (POs), which are appropriate and necessary to become ETSI deliverables.

-
ETSI SMG decide the ETSI deliverable type (EN, TS etc) of the 3rd Generation specifications approved by SMG.

-
ETSI SMG transposes the 3GPP deliverables into ETSI deliverables SMG provide ETSI Public Enquiry approval procedure comments on 3rd Generation specifications to the appropriate 3GPP TSGs.

The above principles apply after SMG#29 and following GSM R98.







