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Liaison Statement on Identification of Multicall Bearers

TSG CN1 is progressing the work on UMTS Multicall feature and has identified the need for a generic mechanism of linking several parallel Call Control and Session Management transactions to the associated transmission bearers.   

TSG N1 has agreed on a working assumption to introduce a new parameter (called Stream Identifier, SI) in the upper layer protocols (CC, SM ) .  This stream identity parameter needs to be linked to the associated transmission bearer that is identified by the RAB-id in the core network edge nodes (MSC, SGSN) and the RNC and also to the radio resource connection (RRC) to the UE.    The correct association is required both at the time of initial traffic channel assignment and after the handover of the RRC connection.  A mapping between the SI and the RAB-id parameters is needed in the core network nodes (MSC, SGSN) and in the UE. Further details can be found in the attached revised version of the discussion document N1-99526.  

(Note:  During the discussion of N1-99526 it was decided to change the terminology from Bearer Identity (BI) to Stream Identity (SI) and text in the document is updated to reflect this. Unfortunately it has not been possible update all the figures, which still uses the previous terminology (BI).)

TSG N1 is concerned that there may be some impact to the RRC and RANAP protocols in order to support this linking mechanism, and thought it would be useful to make the RAN groups aware of this requirement at this early stage.   

RAN2 and RAN3 are requested to consider the above issues when developing the RRC and RANAP protocols for UMTS.

