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4.4
PLMN selection process

4.4.1
Introduction

There are two modes for PLMN selection, automatic and manual. These are described in subclauses 4.4.3 below and illustrated in figures 2a to 2b.

4.4.2
Registration on a PLMN

The MS shall perform registration on the PLMN if the MS is capable of services which require registration. In both automatic and manual modes, the concept of registration on a PLMN is used. An MS successfully registers on a PLMN if:

a)
The MS has found a suitable cell of the PLMN to camp on; and

b)
An LR request from the MS has been accepted in the registration area of the cell on which the MS is camped (see table 1).

It should be noted that if registration is unsuccessful because no suitable cell could be found, the MS will have had to search at least the number, given in subclause 3.2.1, of the strongest RF channels (see subclause 3.2) and therefore all the available PLMNs will potentially have been detected. If registration is unsuccessful because of an LR failure or an LR rejection, the MS need not necessarily have already searched the number, given in subclause 3.2.1, of the strongest RF channels, and would need to do so before being in a position to display to the user all available PLMNs (see below).

4.4.3
PLMN selection 

The registration on the selected PLMN and the location registration are only necessary if the MS is capable of services which require registration. Otherwise, the PLMN selection procedures are performed without registration.

4.4.3.1
At switch‑on or recovery from lack of coverage

At switch on, the MS selects and attempts to perform a Location Registration on the registered PLMN, if it exists. On recovery from lack of coverage, the MS selects the registered PLMN (if it exists) and, if necessary (see subclause 4.6.2) attempts to perform a Location Registration.

If successful registration is achieved, the MS indicates the selected PLMN.

If there is no registered PLMN, or if registration is not possible due to the PLMN being unavailable or registration failure, the MS follows one of the following two procedures depending on its operating mode.

A)
Automatic Network Selection Mode Procedure
The MS selects and attempts registration on other PLMNs, if available and allowable, in all of its bands of operation in the following order:

i)
HPLMN (if not previously selected);

ii)
each PLMN in the "PLMN Selector" data field in the SIM (in priority order);

iii)
other PLMNs with received signal level above ‑85 dBm in random order;

iv)
all other PLMNs in order of decreasing signal strength.
A GPRS MS may, optionally, use an alternative order:

i)
HPLMN (if not previously selected);

ii)
each PLMN in the "PLMN Selector" data field in the SIM which supports GPRS services (in the priority order as listed in the SIM);

iii)
other PLMNs with received signal level above ‑85 dBm which support GPRS services in random order;
iv) all other PLMNs which support GPRS in order of decreasing signal strength

v) all other PLMNs in the “PLMN Selector” data field in the SIM (in priority order)

vi) all other PLMNs with received signal level above –85 dBm (in random order)
vii) all other PLMNs in order of decreasing signal strength.

A GPRS MS can determine if the PLMN supports GPRS services by analysis of the broadcast system information. If the mobile can see several cells of the same PLMN but only some of them support GPRS, it is an implementation option whether the mobile considers the PLMN to support GPRS.
NOTE The alternative order for GPRS mobiles is intended primarily for class C mode of operation mobiles
If successful registration is achieved, the MS indicates the selected PLMN.

If registration cannot be achieved because no PLMNs are available and allowable, the MS indicates "no service" to the user, waits until a new PLMN is available and allowable and then repeats the procedure.
If there were one or more PLMNs which were available and allowable, but an LR failure made registration on those PLMNs unsuccessful or an entry in a forbidden LAI list prevented a registration attempt, the MS selects the first such PLMN again and enters a limited service state.

B)
Manual Network Selection Mode Procedure
The MS indicates whether there are any PLMNs, in all of its bands of operation, which are available. This includes "Forbidden PLMNs". Any PLMN shall only be presented once.

If displayed, PLMNs meeting the criteria above are presented in the following order:

i)
HPLMN;

ii)
PLMNs contained in the "PLMN Selector" data field in the SIM (in priority order);

iii)
other PLMNs with received signal level above ‑85 dBm in random order;

iv)
all other PLMNs in order of decreasing signal strength.

The user may select his desired PLMN and the MS then initiates registration on this PLMN. (This may take place at any time during the presentation of PLMNs). For such a registration, the MS shall ignore the contents of the forbidden LAI and PLMN lists.

If the user does not select a PLMN, the selected PLMN shall be the one that was selected before the PLMN selection procedure started. If no such PLMN was selected or that PLMN is no longer available, then the MS shall attempt to camp on any acceptable cell and enter the limited service state.

4.4.3.2
User reselection

At any time the user may request the MS to initiate reselection and registration onto an available PLMN, according to the following procedures, dependent upon the operating mode.

A)
Automatic Network Selection Mode
The MS selects and attempts registration on PLMNs, if available and allowable, in all of its bands of operation in accordance with the following order:

i)
HPLMN;

ii)
PLMNs contained in the "PLMN Selector" data field in the SIM (in priority order) excluding the previously selected PLMN;

iii)
Other PLMNs with the received signal level above ‑85 dBm in random order excluding the previously selected PLMN;

iv)
Any other PLMNs, excluding the previously selected PLMN in order of decreasing signal strength or, alternatively, the previously selected PLMN may be chosen ignoring its signal strength;

v)
The previously selected PLMN.
A GPRS MS may, optionally, use an alternative order:

i)
HPLMN (if not previously selected);

ii)
each PLMN in the "PLMN Selector" data field in the SIM which supports GPRS services (in the priority order as listed in the SIM);

iii)
other  PLMNs with received signal level above ‑85 dBm which support GPRS services in random order;

iv) all other PLMNs which support GPRS in order of decreasing signal strength

v) all other PLMNs in the “PLMN Selector” data field in the SIM (in priority order)

vi) all other PLMNs with received signal level above –85 dBm (in random order)

vii) all other PLMNs in order of decreasing signal strength.

A GPRS MS can determine if the PLMN supports GPRS services by analysis of the broadcast system information. If the mobile can see several cells of the same PLMN but only some of them support GPRS, it is an implementation option whether the mobile considers the PLMN to support GPRS.

NOTE The alternative order for GPRS mobiles is intended primarily for class C mode of operation mobiles

The previously selected PLMN is the PLMN which the MS has selected prior to the start of the user reselection procedure

B)
Manual Network Selection Mode
The Manual Network Selection Mode Procedure of subclause 4.4.3.1 is followed.

4.4.3.3
In VPLMN of home country

The MS shall periodically attempt to obtain service on its HPLMN. For this purpose, a value T minutes may be stored in the SIM, T is either in the range 6 minutes to 8 hours in 6 minute steps or it indicates that no periodic attempts shall be made. If no value is stored in the SIM, a default value of 30 minutes is used.

The attempts to access the HPLMN shall be as specified below:

a)
The periodic attempts shall only be performed in automatic mode when the MS is roaming in its home country;

b)
After switch on, a period of at least 2 minutes and at most T minutes shall elapse before the first attempt is made;

c)
The MS shall make an attempt if the MS is on the VPLMN at time T after the last attempt;

d)
Periodic attempts shall only be performed by the MS while in idle mode;

e)
If the HPLMN is not found, the MS shall remain on the VPLMN.

