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SoLSA Escape Country/Network Codes

The concept of Escape Mobile Country Code has raised some concerns about the potential overflow of the forbidden PLMN list. 

A potential alternative has always been to use an escape Mobile Network Code. Although it may seem difficult to find one MNC that has not been used anywhere in the world, it is quite likely that no network has ever used any of the single digit MNCs that are permitted by phase 1 and phase 2 GSM 04.08 (and which are not permitted for other uses in GSM 03.03).

The obvious question is whether or not all mobiles will work with such network codes? The following evidence is relevant:

Phase 1
GSM 11.10 v3.23.1 section II.5.3.3.2


TBR 5, edition 2, section 14.1

Phase 2
GSM 11.10 part 1 v4.22.0 section 26.3.2


TBR 19, sixth edition.

Although the tests are in the TBRs, at least the phase 2 test seems to be the subject of a “special test situation”, eg a declaration by the manufacturer.

