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6.5
Attach Function

A GPRS attach is made to the SGSN. A GPRS-attached MS makes IMSI attach via the SGSN with the combined RA / LA update procedure if the network operation mode is I. In network operation modes II and III, or if the MS is not GPRS-attached, then the MS makes IMSI attach as already defined in GSM. An IMSI-attached MS in class-A mode of operation engaged in a CS connection shall use the (non-combined) GPRS Attach procedure when it performs a GPRS attach.

In the attach procedure, the MS shall provide its identity and an indication of which type of attach that is to be executed. The identity provided to the network shall be the MS's Packet TMSI (P‑TMSI) or IMSI. P‑TMSI and the RAI associated with the P‑TMSI shall be provided if the MS has a valid P‑TMSI. If the MS does not have a valid P‑TMSI, then the MS shall provide its IMSI. The different types of attach are GPRS attach and combined GPRS / IMSI attach.

At the RLC/MAC layer, the MS shall identify itself with a Local or Foreign TLLI if the MS is already GPRS-attached and is performing an IMSI attach. Otherwise, the MS shall identify itself with a Foreign TLLI, or a Random TLLI if a valid P‑TMSI is not available. The Foreign or Random TLLI is used as an identifier during the attach procedure until a new P‑TMSI is allocated.

After having executed the GPRS attach, the MS is in READY state and MM contexts are established in the MS and the SGSN. The MS may then activate PDP contexts as described in subclause "Activation Procedures".

An IMSI-attached MS that can only operate in class-C mode of operation shall follow the normal IMSI detach procedure before it makes a GPRS attach. A GPRS-attached MS in class-C mode of operation shall always perform a GPRS detach before it makes an IMSI attach.

If the network operates in mode I (see subclause "Paging Co-ordination"), then an MS that is both GPRS-attached and IMSI-attached shall perform the Combined RA / LA Update procedures.

If the network operates in mode II or III, then a GPRS-attached MS that has the capability to be simultaneously GPRS-attached and IMSI-attached shall perform the (non-combined) Routeing Area Update procedures, and either:

-
access the non-GPRS common control channels for CS operation (the way that CS operation is performed in parallel with GPRS operation is an MS implementation issue outside the scope of this specification); or

-
if CS operation is not desired, depending on system information that defines whether or not explicit detach shall be used, either:

-
avoid all CS signalling (in which case the MS may be implicitly IMSI detached after a while); or

-
perform an explicit IMSI detach via the non-GPRS common control channels (if the MS was already IMSI-attached).

The Combined GPRS / IMSI Attach procedure is illustrated in Error! Reference source not found.. Each step is explained in the following list.
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Figure 1: Combined GPRS / IMSI Attach Procedure

1)
The MS initiates the attach procedure by the transmission of an Attach Request (IMSI or P‑TMSI and old RAI, Classmark, Attach Type, DRX Parameters, old P‑TMSI Signature) message to the SGSN. IMSI shall be included if the MS does not have a valid P‑TMSI available. If the MS has a valid P‑TMSI, then P‑TMSI and the old RAI associated with P‑TMSI shall be included. Classmark contains the MS's GPRS multislot capabilities and supported GPRS ciphering algorithms in addition to the existing classmark parameters defined in GSM 04.08. Attach Type indicates which type of attach that is to be performed, i.e., GPRS attach only, GPRS Attach while already IMSI attached, or combined GPRS / IMSI attach. DRX Parameters indicates whether the MS uses discontinuous reception or not. If the MS uses discontinuous reception, then DRX Parameters also indicate when the MS is in a non-sleep mode able to receive paging requests and channel assignments. If the MS uses P‑TMSI for identifying itself and if it has also stored its old P‑TMSI Signature, then the MS shall include the old P‑TMSI Signature in the Attach Request message.

2)
If the MS identifies itself with P‑TMSI and the SGSN has changed since detach, the new SGSN sends an Identification Request (P‑TMSI, old RAI, old P‑TMSI Signature) to the old SGSN to request the IMSI. The old SGSN responds with Identification Response (IMSI, Authentication Triplets). If the MS is not known in the old SGSN, the old SGSN responds with an appropriate error cause. The old SGSN also validates the old P‑TMSI Signature and responds with an appropriate error cause if it does not match the value stored in the old SGSN.

3)
If the MS is unknown in both the old and new SGSN, the SGSN sends an Identity Request (Identity Type = IMSI) to the MS. The MS responds with Identity Response (IMSI).

4)
The authentication functions are defined in the subclause "Security Function". If no MM context for the MS exists anywhere in the network, then authentication is mandatory. Ciphering procedures are described in subclause "Security Function". If P‑TMSI allocation is going to be done, and if ciphering is supported by the network, ciphering mode shall be set.

5)
The equipment checking functions are defined in the subclause "Identity Check Procedures". Equipment checking is optional.

6)
If the SGSN number has changed since the GPRS detach, or if it is the very first attach, then the SGSN informs the HLR:

a)
The SGSN sends an Update Location (SGSN Number, SGSN Address, IMSI) to the HLR.

b)
The HLR sends Cancel Location (IMSI, Cancellation Type) to the old SGSN with Cancellation Type set to Update Procedure.

c)
The old SGSN acknowledges with Cancel Location Ack (IMSI). If there are any ongoing procedures for that MS, the old SGSN shall wait until these procedures are finished before removing the MM and PDP contexts.

d)
The HLR sends Insert Subscriber Data (IMSI, GPRS subscription data) to the new SGSN.

e)
The new SGSN validates the MS's presence in the (new) RA. If due to regional subscription the MS is not allowed to attach in the RA, the SGSN rejects the Attach Request with an appropriate cause and returns an Insert Subscriber Data Ack (IMSI, SGSN Area Restricted Due To Regional Subscription) message to the HLR. If subscription checking fails for other reasons, the SGSN rejects the Attach Request with an appropriate cause and returns an Insert Subscriber Data Ack (IMSI, Cause) message to the HLR. If all checks are successful then the SGSN constructs an MM context for the MS and returns an Insert Subscriber Data Ack (IMSI) message to the HLR.

f)
The HLR acknowledges the Update Location message by sending an Update Location Ack to the SGSN after the cancelling of old MM context and insertion of new MM context are finished. If the Update Location is rejected by the HLR, the SGSN rejects the Attach Request from the MS with an appropriate cause.

7)
If Attach Type in step 1 indicated GPRS Attach while already IMSI attached, or combined GPRS / IMSI attach, then the VLR shall be updated if the Gs interface is installed. The VLR number is derived from the RA information. The SGSN starts the location updating procedure towards the new MSC/VLR upon receipt of the first Insert Subscriber Data message from the HLR in step 6 d). This operation marks the MS as GPRS-attached in the VLR.
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