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Introduction

Within the registration and call flow procedure diagrams in 23.228 and 24.228, the name "I-CSCF (Firewall)" has been used.  This reference to an I-CSCF acting as a Firewall is incorrect and misleading.

The purpose of this document is to clarify that the I-CSCF does not contain any firewall functionality therefore references to it should be removed.

I-CSCF Functionality

The role of the I-CSCF is defined in 23.228 v1.7.0.  In summary, the I-CSCF performs the following functions:

1. At registration, assigns a S-CSCF to a user performing the registration.

2. Routes a SIP request received from another network towards the S-CSCF.

3. Obtain from HSS the Address of the S-CSCF.

4. Forward the SIP request or response to the S-CSCF.

5. Forward the SIP request or response to a MGCF.

6. Forward the SIP request or response to an I-CSCF in another operator’s network.
7. In performing the above functions the operator may use I-CSCF or other techniques to hide the configuration, capacity, and topology of the its network from the outside. When the I-CSCF is chosen to meet the hiding requirement then for sessions traversing across different operators domains, I-CSCF may forward the SIP request or response to another I-CSCF allowing the operators to maintain configuration independence.

Firewalls are used to protect from unwanted traffic and intrusion or malicious attacks [1]. This is not a functionality defined for the I-CSCF in 23.228, nor has there been any discussion on whether it should be part of  the I-CSCF.  Therefore all references to a I-CSCF acting as a Firewall should be removed.
Proposal

Remove all references to "I-CSCF (Firewall)" from 23.228 and 24.228 because it is incorrect and misleading.
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