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1. Overall Description:

3GPP Working Group CN1 has received a number of contributions relating to the provision of signalling functionality between the Application Server and the MRFC. The assumption in these contributions is that such requests are made from AS to S-CSCF over the ISC interface, and the S-CSCF subsequently makes requests over the Mr reference point.

The proposed discussion is reflected in the attachment to this liaison statement (N1-020985) and may be summarised as the following:

1. Does Rel-5 include support for basic call scenarios for tones, announcements, transcoding, and conference calls. This includes a description of how to pass instructions for the requested function using XML within the message body (or any other protocol solution).

2. Does Rel-5 include support for the OPTIONS request to return MRFC (and MGCF) capabilities to the AS. 

3. Does Rel-5 include support for optimising the signalling when tones/announcements are needed for existing session that it is using and MRFP (or MGW), assuming that the same MRFP (or MGW) gets used for playing the tone/announcement.

4. Does Rel-5 require an option of having AS send a request using a generic MRFC request URI.  However, this may be need to be deferred to Rel-6 to utilize an IETF based solution with Request URI parameters.

CRs for one method of supporting these requirements have been contributed, but confirmation is required from SA2 as to whether the requirements for all or any of the above exist within Release 5, before proceeding with any selection and documentation of a protocol solution.

In a similar manner, it may be advantageous for an MGCF to respond to an OPTIONS request with a similar list of supported capabilities of the MGW, and it would be desirable to know if this is also a requirement within release 5. If required, a similar protocol solution to that for the MRFC could be adopted.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CN1 asks if the above described functionality is accommodated within the requirements of 3GPP TS 23.002 and 3GPP TS 23.228 Release 5, or if such functionality is deferred until later releases, or not required at all.
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