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1. Overall Description:

CN1 thanks SA5 for the Liason Statement S5-010749 (N1-020003) on Trace Activation Mechanism in SIP.

CN1 would like to understand the motivation and need for such a mechanism within IMS.

For a user that is already registered, all the SIP signalling originated by the UE or terminated by the UE is traversing the allocated S-CSCF in the home network, via a given P-CSCF and possibly the I-CSCF. This procedure is the same irrespective of whether the user is roaming or not. As a consequence, the S-CSCF is already receiving a very detailed trace of all the signalling originated or terminated by the UE. Whatever information is available at the P-CSCF is already available at the S-CSCF. Note that these mechanisms are significantly different from the GSM procedures.

For a user that is not registered, there is not a S-CSCF allocated in the home network because the S-CSCF is dynamically allocated at registration time. The user is not able to send any other signalling that SIP REGISTER messages and is not able to receive any other signalling than responses to the SIP REGISTER messages.

CN1 believes that as all the SIP signalling is always traversing the S-CSCF in the home network, the S-CSCF is already well informed on the SIP activities originated or terminated by the user. Therefore, at their current level of understanding of this issue, CN1 believes that the trace activation mechanism may be triggered by the HSS towards the S-CSCF through the Cx interface. This mechanism does not involve the P-CSCF.

More detailed information on call flows and the parameters that are available by the S-CSCF can be found in 3GPP TS 24.228

CN1 has not been able to understand the real requirements for the proposed solution. CN1 would like to understand those requirements isolated from a possible technical implementation or solution.

2. Actions:

To SA5 group.

ACTION: 


CN1 kindly requests SA5 to study the information provided above, together with the call flows in 3GPP TS 24.228. CN1 also request SA5 to reconsider the requirement for trace activation one more time together with the information described above.

If SA5 considers that the requirements are still valid, CN1 would like to hear and understand what are those requirements and keep them separated from a possible solution to solve the problem.

SA5 should also consider the required timescales for this activity. CN1 has to complete work on its specifications at their February meeting. As such, it is unlikely that such an additional mechanism can therefore be introduced into Release 5. However it is possible that later extensions could be introduced without causing backward compatibility problems. SA5 is requested to provide CN1 with the expected timescales for any activity.
Finally, in case the proposed solution to activate the trace (the HSS activates the trace to the S-CSCF) is acceptable for SA5, CN1 suggests SA5 to contact CN4 that is responsible for the developing of the Cx interface.
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