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	The Equivalent PLMN concept was introduced in R99 and an optional EPLMN list IE was included in the LOCATION UPDATING ACCEPT, ATTACH ACCEPT and ROUTING AREA UPDATE ACCEPT messages.

It has been found that some types of R97/R98 MS are unable to correctly handle these messages which included the EPLMN list IE and because of this they fail to register on the network.
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5.9
MS unable to handle the LOCATION UPDATING ACCEPT, ATTACH ACCEPT and ROUTING AREA UPDATE ACCEPT messages when the EPLMN Lists IE is included

5.9.1
Justification

The concept of EPLMN was initially defined in the R99 specifications and to provide the EPLMN list to an MS a type 4 TLV coded IE was added to the LOCATION UPDATING ACCEPT, ATTACH ACCEPT and ROUTING AREA UPDATE ACCEPT messages.

Some types of R97/R98 MS are not able to handle these messages when the EPLMN List IE is included. Such MS ignore the messages and continually repeats the registration procedure. Consequently they never successfully register on the network and as a result fail to provide any service to the subscriber.

This means that such a R97/R98 MS can not provide any service in a network applying the EPLMN functionality.

5.9.2
Solution

To enable operation of the affected MSs, the infrastructure may adapt the contents of the LOCATION UPDATING ACCEPT, ATTACH ACCEPT and ROUTING AREA UPDATE ACCEPT message it sends to an MS by excluding the EPLMN List IE added in the R99 version of the specifications. This can be done based on the MS Revision Level Indicator.
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