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SUMMARY

This contribution describes a proposal for an ITU-T Adhoc group to ensure co-ordinated contributions towards 
ITU-T on IMT-2000 issues. The contribution will describe the proposed terms of reference for this Adhoc group, responsibility, working methodology and a preliminary workplan.

It is proposed that TSG CN will endorse the need for this ITU-T Adhoc group and include this group in its organisation.

INTRODUCTION

The increasing “liaison activities” between 3GPP CN and ITU-T IMT-2000 encounter several organisational inconveniences. Several WGs provided or intended to provide “liaison activities” between 3GPP CN and ITU-T. These activities are not coordinated and can cause misaligned positioning of 3GPP within the ITU-T meetings. 

In addition to the coordination activity, 3GPP has also encountered a problem to find suitable persons to present the 3GPP positioning and input documents to the ITU-T meetings. This kind of coordination activities is required to ensure proper 3GPP presentation at the ITU-T meetings.

A coordinated positioning across the 3GPP TSGs is required to influence the decisions ITU-T takes on certain issues. One example that needs to be commented to ITU-T is the issue when the ITU-T NNI should be provided. As agreed in the last GSC meeting, the SDOs made their concern about the resource requirement ITU-T IMT-2000 activities has on the 3G industry.

A similar ITU Adhoc activity exists in 3GPP TSG RAN and targets mainly on the “liaison activity” towards ITU-R TG8/1. Therefore, a similar ITU Adhoc activity is required that targets on the ITU-T IMT-2000 activities.

The creation of the ITU-T Adhoc Group will provide the following benefits:

· Improve 3GPP Results assimilation towards ITU-T SGs that are involved in the ITU-T IMT-2000 activities and ITU-T SG11 specifically.

· Enhance UMTS industry positions in ITU-T and ITU-T SG11 specifically.
· Improve the visibility of the standards developed by ITU-T SGs and SG11 specifically, such as Q.AAL2, Q.BICC, etc.

Terms of Reference

The following Terms of Reference is proposed for the newly created “TSG CN ITU-T Adhoc”:

· The Adhoc group is responsible of co-ordination of “liaison activities” towards ITU-T

· The Adhoc group is responsible of submission of ITU-T contribution reflecting 3GPP protocol requirements within the core network

· The Adhoc group is responsible of formulate 3GPP positions on decisions made by ITU-T that are relevant to 3GPP 

· The Adhoc group is responsible to extract the required technical material from the 3GPP TSG CN WGs and will not lead any technical discussions.

Proposed Working Procedure

The creation of the ITU-T Adhoc Group should limit the additional workload within the WGs of the 3GPP TSG CN as much as possible. This means that the majority of its activity should be performed by electronic means, such as video conferencing, Internet conferencing (e.g. Netmeeting, email), telephone conferencing, etc.

The following work method is proposed:

· Preparations before each ITU-T SG11 Rapporteur’s meeting (max 3 - 4 times a year), preferable performed by electronic means.

· If face-to-face meetings are required then these should be co-located with TSG CN Plenaries (this occurred twice for the TSG RAN ITU Adhoc)

· Main working environment is the usage of electronic meetings, e.g. Teleconference, Videoconference, email discussions or Netmeeting facilities.

· Approval of the results of this ITU-T Adhoc activity should be submitted to the TSG CN Plenary (at the meetings and/or on electronic approval basis).

Conclusion/Proposal

One ITU-T IMT-2000 activity is currently ongoing in Ottawa (Canada). It is proposed to endorse the N2 approved liaison activities (N2-99935 and N2-99894). These documents are submitted as a separate contribution to the CN plenary.

The next ITU-T IMT-2000 activity is the ITU-T SG11 meeting in Geneva (Switzerland), 22nd November till 3rd of December 1999. Preparations for this meeting are required and an ITU-T Adhoc activity is required to coordinate this preparation.

The following is proposed:

· TSG CN endorses the need for the ITU-T Adhoc activities

· TSG CN endorses that the Terms of Reference for the ITU-T Adhoc Group

· TSG CN assigns the chairman/contact person of this ITU-T Adhoc Group

· TSG CN endorses the ITU-T liaison activities from the TSG CN WGs

