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1 Introduction

The reference model of release 2000, as proposed by TSG SA2, introduces a number of new reference points/interfaces. Some of the interfaces will mainly be standardised in standardisation bodies other than 3GPP (ITU-T, IETF…).

In an LS to 3GPP TSG-CN (cc: 3GPP CN R00 Ad Hoc), TSG SA2 has proposed that CN initiates specification work on a number of interfaces regarded as stable in the R’2000 reference model (S2k00-005). 

The interfaces listed in the LS are mainly developed by other groups than 3GPP. The work needed to be done by 3GPP is  evaluation, definition of  valid options and for some interfaces also development of 3GPP specific extensions. It is therefore reasonable to slightly modify the work split between 3GPP CN and SA2 groups, for efficient development of these interfaces.

2 Proposal

For the development and/ or evaluation of the interfaces in release 2000, the following work split is proposed between the protocol groups of TSG CN and TSG SA2:

2.1 Stage two descriptions

For interfaces where the main development is done outside 3GPP, the basic architecture is inherited from the group developing the interface. When defined as an interface in the 3GPP R’2000 architecture, the impact on the system is therefore known and recognised from architectural point of view. The scope of the stage two description is to evaluate the interface specification and available options and to add 3GPP specific adaptations. The use of the interface needs also to be clarified by information flows. As the architectural impact is known, it is feasible that the protocol groups of TSG CN take the responsibility for the stage 2 description of these interfaces. 

2.2 Stage three descriptions

For interfaces where no 3GPP specific extensions is required the stage three description is limited to a reference to the external specification, together with a specification of which options for coding, signalling transport etc., that are valid for 3GPP systems on the interface.

For interfaces where 3GPP specific extensions is required, a normal stage three description must be developed by TSG CN groups for the extension.

Limited or full stage three descriptions is the task of the protocol groups of TSG CN.

2.3 Issues stable enough for starting stage 2 descriptions in CN groups

For release 2000 the CS domain and the functions related to the Mc reference point is stable enough to start stage two work in TSG CN groups. The relevant interfaces is listed below:

· Mc reference point between the MGCF and MGW

· Mc reference point between the GMSC server and the MGW

· Mc reference point between the MSC server and MGW

· For this interface a 3GPP specific package needs to be developed

· Nc reference point

· Nb reference point

· The use of T-SGW, i.e. conversion between SS#7 and sigtran (IETF) based transport of signalling

Guidance for the work required to realise these interfaces in R’2000 network is provided in the above mentioned LS (tdoc S2k00-005).

3 Conclusion

It is proposed that CN R00 Ad.hoc. accepts the proposed work split and initiates the indicated specification work required to realise the interfaces listed in chapter 2.3.

