TO MEMBERS OF 3GPP/ETSI SPAN 3

Invitation to the 3th joint ETSI/SPAN 3 

Meeting of the Core Networks ad-hoc group on OSA/VHE

to be held from 6th  to 7th of January2000 
in Tilburg, The Netherlands

Dear Delegate,

On behalf of Ericsson the Netherlands, we have the pleasure to inform you of the arrangements for the above-mentioned (paperless!) meeting. The venue of this meeting will be:

Mercure Hotel

Heuvelpoort 300

5038 DT  Tilburg

The Netherlands

Tel.: +31-13-5354675

Fax: +31-13-5355875

This hotel is at the place where the meeting will be held. If you want to participate in this meeting, please send an e-mail to Peggy Wolters (her e-mail-address is: Peggy.Wolters@etm.ericsson.se). Do not make any  reservations yourself at the hotel, as we have special Ericsson prices at the hotel. The price for a hotel-room is Hfl. 192,50 a night, incl. breakfast buffet.

After you’ve send an e-mail you’ll get an e-mail back to confirm your hotel-room. Attached you’ll find some traveling tips/hints how to get to the hotel.

Please don’t wait too long, to confirm your participation, because of the December festivities. I ask you politely to confirm your participation before the 21st. of December.

Travel:

There are several ways to travel to the hotel. You can choose which option you want. If you want a taxi from the airport, please read the instructions well, and then send an e-mail to Peggy Wolters (Peggy.Wolters@etm.ericsson.se)

By train from Schiphol:

By train is real easy.... when you arrive at Schiphol you go to "trein" = train(s). There you buy a ticket (one-way =enkeltje) to Tilburg CS (Central Station). You can also get a ticket extra for Hfl.7,-. This will get you, a taxi-ride from the Tilburg-Central-Station to the hotel. This special price is only valid when you buy a train-ticket AND add an extra taxi-ticket. You can also walk from the Tilburg-Central-Station (10 minutes). The ticket with the taxi is called "trein-taxi" = train-taxi. You can get several trains from Schiphol to Tilburg. The trip will take about 1.45 hours. Best trains to catch are the ones with only 1 transfer.

By train from Rotterdam:

First take bus 33 from/to Rotterdam CS (Rotterdam Central Railwaystation). Then you can take a train (one-way =enkeltje) to Tilburg CS (Central Station). You can also get a ticket extra for Hfl.7,-. This will get you, a taxi-ride from the Tilburg-Central-Station to the hotel. This special price is only valid when you buy a train-ticket AND add an extra taxi-ticket. You can also walk from the Tilburg-Central-Station (10 minutes). The ticket with the taxi is called "trein-taxi" = train-taxi. You can get several trains from Rotterdam to Tilburg. The trip will take about 47/55 minutes. Best trains to catch are the ones with only 1 transfer.

For an exact time-table on all trains you can look at the web:

http://www.ns.nl -> then click at: reisinfo/reisplanners. On top of the page, at the right; click English. Then complete the table. If you want to you can print it of course. As you can see there are many trains, but not always easy due to many transfers. You can also check the prices for the train there. 2nd class is just as good as 1rst.

When you arrive in Tilburg (Tilburg Centraal Station -> NOT Tilburg-West) you leave the railway-station at the main entrance, cross the street and walk to the left. You'll walk past Jade (Chinese-Japanese restaurant). After about 200 mtrs. you'll walk past ANWB. You still have to walk about 300 mtrs. and you'll pass the ABN-AMRO (bank). Another 300 mtrs. and then you'll get at the crossing with the traffic-lights. There you'll have to turn to your right. At the corner is a travel-agency, then a disco/restaurant, Greec restaurant. After 300 mtrs. the road will make a little curve, just follow it. When you're out of this small curve, you'll see the HEUVELPOORT a little bit to the left, next to the traffic lights. That's where the seminair-hotel is, right at the centre of the city; no cars allowed in this small part of the street.

Of course when you have a train-taxi-ticket you can get a taxi in front of the railway-startion-exit. Show them your train-taxi-ticket and they bring you to the hotel, no extra charge anymore.

Taxi:

We have a special contract with a taxi-company. They only pick you up from Schiphol, NOT Rotterdam. It's not a private taxi, but a shared one.

When you want to you can order one through me. For this reservation I need the exact arrival-date-time-flightnumber.

The taxi will pick you up at Schiphol at the S.T.A. stand at the Plaza (NOT at the meeting-point). You have to pay the taxi-driver around Hfl. 70,- for single journey. Maximum waiting-time before they leave is 1 hour (because it's a shared taxi). If you want a ride back as well I also need your exact departure-date-time-flightnumber, same price, paid at the taxi- driver.

One day before departure the taxi-company will call the hotel and will give the time they'll pick you up the next day. Of course we have to know where they have to pick you up (at the hotel).

By car:

First follow directions to Ericsson at Rijen (at the Web: http://www.etm.ericsson.se/menu/route.htm) and after passing Ericsson or the airport close to Rijen, follow the signs Tilburg. (So don't follow the signs Tilburg any sooner then after passing/seeing Ericsson or the airport). Leave at ETM towards Tilburg (the sign says 11 km). When you've passed the sign Tilburg (entering the city) you'll pass traffic-lights (it's the 4th traffic-light after leaving

Rijen). The traffic-lights are for the University (KUB). After passing those traffic-lights you'll see a SHELL gas-station at the left side of the street. Just BEFORE that gas-station you're able to cross the road (stay at the left side of the

road after passing the traffic-lights). This way you'll pass the SHELL-station at the back side. Keep on driving at this road, cross some roads as well and after

about 3 1/2 km you'll be at the centre. Follow the signs with HEUVELPOORT (parking) and at the back of Mac. Donalds you'll find the special Mercure-parking.

When you park at level 7 & 8 your car will be closed into the special private parking of Mercure during the night. (Because of thieves). There are signs at the parking-lot with instructions and one can always ask at the front desk at Mercure.

When you leave you buy a parking-ticket at the front-desk of Mercure Hfl.15, which is considerable less expensive than buying a normal ticket (Hfl.2,- an hour). 

To make it more pleasent I'll give you some hints, concerning eating/spare time:

Restaurants:

1) Italian: Fanelli's: St. Josephstraat 136: 013-5442044. No reservations; who comes first goes first. It's real good value for your money. It's cheap and good. On Tuesday it's "happy hour"; almost all pizzas go for Hfl. 10,-. Try the Lambrusco, by glass or 1/2 ltr. caraf, excellent. Enter the street across the hotel where there are no cars are allowed (Heuvel -> NOT Heuvelstraat) and keep at the right side of the street. After about 150 mtrs. you'll enter the St. Josephstraat and it's right in front of you. Credit-card allowed.

2) French : Valentijn: Heuvel 43 : 013-5433386. Reservations might be necessary; sometimes it's rather busy (more in the weekends, but you'll never know). And... it's no wonder this restaurant is visi- ted much; this restaurant is one of 100 best Dutch restaurants. It's not cheap, but worth your money. Count on, when you have about 5 dishes, Hfl 80,- till Hfl 95,- a person and that's only for the food This restaurant is now in the top 25 for best restau- rants of Holland Street is across the hotel (NOT Heuvelstraat) Credit card allowed.

3) Chinese: Azie: Heuvelring 110: 013-4363460. Not expensive and avarage quality. Next to the cinema in the same street as the hotel, in front of the hotel. Credit-card is allowed.

4) Chinese: Jade: Spoorlaan 408: 013-5430578. More extravagant, real good. The Chinese part of the restaurant is good value for your money. Service is excellent. The restaurant is qua interior luxe, especially for chinese standard. Japanese: In the same restaurant is also a japanse part. It's real good but not cheap. About Hfl 70,- till Hfl 95,- a person with your own cook, preparing the food in front of you. Minimum number of persons: 2. The Japanese kitchen is excellent. I know this for sure because also executive people from Fuji's eat there, even their family parties are being helt there. Don't be worried for raw fish, just mention you don't want to eat that up front and you won't have any; no problems there.The restaurant is about a 10 minutes walk away, across the railway-station. Walk out of the hotel (main entrance) and walk towards the traffic-lights (300 mtrs.) Turn to the left. You'll see the railway-station at the right side of the street, about 500 mtrs. away. Across it, you'll find the restaurant. Credit-card allowed.

5) Mc Donalds : At the back of the hotel. I don't think I have to explain here anything. No credit-card.

6) Dutch  : Every now and then (also on "de Heuvel" -> is the square in front of your hotel) you see a place, small, many people waiting to give their orders AND you'll see the word FRIET at their shop or "menu". Most of the times you can sit down and eat there, elseway you have to take it with you (just watch what the others do and do so as well). FRIET means french-fries, but a 1000 times better. Sometimes you can ask for some in a normal restaurant as an additional product. With it, they'll ask: "Mayonaise?" Just anwer: "Ja." and you'll get mayonaise. For a real treat ask: "Frietje oorlog." See what happens: mayonaise,curry, unions and sate will be put on your FRIET. By the way it means: French-fries-war. This is real Dutch. For some meat to go with it ask:

7) "Frikandel / Kroket / Gehaktbal." Just choose. Costs: about the same, sometimes even cheaper, than Mc Donalds. Last time I heard from a few American ladies that tried my suggestion that they liked it very much. No credit-card.

8) Mexican: I heard from some visitors that the Mexican food (restaurant across Mercure, underneath hotel "De Lindeboom") is real good as well. I don't know anything about allowing credit-card here.

There are many more restaurants, but I can't give you any comment on those, except 1 warning: there is a Italian restaurant at the back of the hotel (next to the parking-lot) where I know many people got ill (unfortunately I've had the unpleasent experience myself): Food-poisoning.

Normally shops are open from 09.00 - 18.00. Hope you'll enjoy every minute of your stay.

Regards,

Peggy Wolters

Standarization Support

Tel +31 161242543

Peggy.Wolters@etm.ericsson.se
On behalf of:

Theo Borst

Tel +31 161 249361

Theo.Borst@ericsson.com
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