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1. Overall Description:

3GPP CT6 has reviewed the LS sent by ETSI SCP in C6-130521 (SCP(13)000272r1) and believes that the topic of optimization of the time required to initialize the UICC is a very good initiative to improve the overall user experience.

CT6 agrees with the methodology adopted by ETSI for the measurements of the existing delays and described in document SCPREQ(13)000011r1 (not yet agreed by SCP). CT6 noticed that so far all the measurements were taken considering UICC cards with only a USIM application, as explained in document SCPREQ(13)000071r1 (not yet agreed by SCP), making them very relevant for 3GPP.
CT6 will evaluate the opportunity to perform any optimization at application level, but considers changes at the platform level to have a much more profound impact. For example, the global phonebook, specified in 3GPP TS 31.102 clause 4.6.2 is not part of the USIM application, but can be extremely large and requires a long time to read, especially for those users who heavily use it.
At the present time CT6 has defined over 100 EFs in the USIM alone: this number does not include any of the elementary files in either the global or the local phonebook, or any of the other DFs specified in TS 31.102. Moreover, many of these EFs are record based, leading to an extremely large number of accesses to the UICC during the initialization of the terminal, as already found by ETSI.
CT6 is not able to determine the number of read operations on an average USIM, due to the fact that many of the EFs are optional and commercial configurations vary, but agrees that the APDUs exchanged between the ME and the UICC can easily be in the order of several hundreds.

Going to the specific recommendations and suggestions indicated in document SCPREQ(13)000091r1 clause 6.3 (not yet agreed by SCP), 3GPP CT6 would like to comment in this way:

1. Add an optional mechanism that allows the terminal to check if a file has been changed since last reading of the file: as mentioned above, the number of EFs specified in the USIM alone exceed 100, plus the phonebook related EFs have to be taken into account and many EFs are record based. Such a mechanism would highly help reducing the number of APDUs and thus the initialization time of the USIM and other features specified by 3GPP.
2. Have the UICC provide higher baud rate for data transmission: this is purely a platform topic, so CT6 does not have any specific comment on it.

3. Extend the SEARCH RECORD command: CT6 has discussed the opportunity to extend the SEARCH RECORD command, as discussed in document C6-130540, but found that such effort would lead to a small gain, as only a limited number of the EFs in the USIM would benefit from this. For this reason, CT6 would welcome such improvement, but does not consider it essential and would prefer to focus on solutions that can lead to much larger improvements.
3GPP CT6 agrees that list of suggestions above might not be complete or some might have technical issues, but would like to encourage ETSI SCP to continue the effort to provide improvements to the UICC platform.

CT6 is looking forward to a fruitful collaboration.
2. Actions:

To ETSI SCP group
ACTION: 
CT6 kindly requests ETSI SCP to take the comments above into account while progressing on the existing work item.
3. Date of next CT6 Meetings:

CT6 Meeting #71 
21 - 24 January 2014
Guangzhou, P.R.China
CT6 Meeting #72 
20 - 23 May 2014
US
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