3GPP TSG CT WG4 Meeting #85bis
C4-185020

Sophia Antipolis, France, 9th – 13th July 2018

SA WG2 Meeting #127bis
S2-185870
May 28 – June 1st, 2018, Newport Beach, United States
(was S2-184724)

Title:

Reply LS on Identification Request Procedure over the N26 interface
Reply to:
(C4-183330) LS on Identification Request Procedure over the N26 interface
Release:
Release 15

Work Item:
5GS_Ph1
Source:
SA2

To:

CT4
Cc:

-
Contact person:
Sebastian Speicher


speicher@qti.qualcomm.com

Send any reply LS to:
3GPP Liaisons Coordinator, mailto:3GPPLiaison@etsi.org
Attachments:
None

1
Overall description
SA2 thanks CT4 for the LS on Identification Request Procedure over the N26 interface and would like to provide the following feedback.

CT4 question 1

CT4 has specified that the MME may initiate an Identification Request procedure to an AMF over the N26 interface, during a 5GS to EPS idle mode mobility when the UE performs an Attach Request with an EPS GUTI. 

Question: Can SA2 confirm that this corresponds to the expected behaviour. 

SA2 reply: As documented in TS 23.502 clause 4.11.1.5.2, when the UE performs the E-UTRAN Initial Attach procedure after the UE was previously registered in 5GS, the UE provides EPS GUTI mapped from 5G-GUTI sent as old Native GUTI and indicates that it is moving from 5GC. Based on this the MME will use the GUTI to derive the old AMF address and perform the Identification Request procedure to the AMF.

CT4 question 2

It has been questioned whether an AMF may initiate an Identification Request procedure towards an MME over the N26 interface to retrieve the IMSI and MM Context, e.g. when the UE performs an initial registration to the AMF with a 5G-GUTI, after having detached earlier from EPS. 
CT4 notes that for inter-AMF mobility, TS 23.502 subclause 4.2.2.2. specifies that an AMF may initiate an Namf_Communication_UEContextTransfer request towards an old AMF, when the UE performs an initial registration with a 5G-GUTI in a new AMF, to retrieve the SUPI and MM context (which is equivalent to the Identification Request procedure in EPC). 

Figure 4.11.1.3.3-1 of TS 23.502 shows a Context Request (procedure that applies to UEs still registered in EPC).

Question: Can SA2 answer the above question.
SA2 reply: When the UE performs Initial Registration in 5GC the UE either includes a native 5G-GUTI (if available) or its SUCI. This also applies to the scenario that a UE may have been attached to EPC before. Consequently, the AMF will never initiate the Identification Request procedure towards an MME over the N26 interface.
2
Actions
To CT WG4
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests CT4 to take the above into account.
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