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1. Overall Description:

CT4 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS on Transport of UTRAN/E-UTRAN transparent containers.
CT4 has taken into consideration the generic transparent containers as defined in 3GPP TS 25.413 and 3GPP TS 36.413 (Source to Target Transparent Container IE and Target to Source Transparent Container IE) and the intention of RAN3 that they carry UTRAN, E-UTRAN or GERAN specific information via CN in a RAT agnostic way. However, GTPv2 has not been designed so far to transfer containers in a RAT-agnostic way. It is not possible to change this for backward compatibility reasons, since legacy GTP-C entities expect to receive the right Container Type and the right RAT specific IE (i.e. right F-Container instance in the message) as a function of the scenario; e.g. for a handover towards UTRAN, the Forward Relocation Request / Response shall transport the UTRAN Transparent Container IE.
CT4 has agreed the attached CRs aligning the GTP specifications 3GPP TS 29.060 and 3GPP TS 29.274 with the RAN3 specifications to use a consistent naming for the transparent container  (i.e. Source to Target and Target to Source Transparent Container) in RAN3 and CT4 specifications. Also, for various IEs, the GTP specifications have been clarified as to whether the GTP-C entity shall pass ASN.1/PER encoded data or copy the actual value of the parameter (after decoding ASN.1/PER) into one or more octets of the GTPv2 IE.
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks RAN3 group to take note of the above.
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