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1. Overall Description:

As specified in TS 23.401 and TS 23.060, the RAN Information Management (RIM) procedures provide a generic mechanism for the exchange, via the core network, of arbitrary information between applications belonging to the RAN nodes. RIM procedures are intended for Inter-RAT information exchange (see TS 23.401 5.14.1), and for information exchange between BSSs (see TS 48.018 subclause 8c.1.1).

The existing description of the RAN Information Relay message in TS 29.274 and TS 29.060  however implies some restrictions on the couple of RAN nodes between which RIM procedures may be supported. The following scenarios are not supported (i.e. not identified as possible use cases of the GTP procedure, however the protocol already allows routing a RIM PDU to any RAN destination):
TS 29.274: RIM procedures

· between GERANs (S16 interface)

· for GERAN or GERAN Iu towards UTRAN (S16 interface), thus preventing bi-directional exchanges of RIM Information between GERAN and UTRAN)

· between UTRAN and E-UTRAN.

TS 29.060: RIM procedures
· for UTRAN towards GERAN (thus preventing bi-directional exchanges of RIM Information between GERAN and UTRAN) 

· between UTRAN and E-UTRAN (Gn interface between MME and SGSN).

CT4 discussed the attached CRs proposing to remove those restrictions, i.e. request an MME/SGSN to simply route RIM PDUs to the destination node (MME/SGSN/RAN), regardless of whether the source RAN is GERAN, UTRAN or E-UTRAN. CRs have been proposed for Rel-9, although the restrictions also exist in Rel-8. 
CT4 discussed the corresponding stage 2 requirements in C4-10xxxx. One company questioned during the discussion whether there are corresponding stage 2 requiremements to support the RIM procedures for the aforementioned scenarios. It was noted in particular that the RIM procedures specified in TS 23.060 do not refer to the S16 interface but only to the Gn interface. 
CT4 ask SA2 and RAN3 to confirm whether there are corresponding requiremements to support the RIM procedures for the aforementioned scenarios. 
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 ask SA2 to confirm whether there are corresponding requiremements to support the  RIM procedures for the aforementioned scenarios.
To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 ask RAN3 to confirm whether there are corresponding requiremements to support the  RIM procedures for the aforementioned scenarios.
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