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1. Introduction

This discussion paper is to support the companion CRs submitted to CT3#55 and CT4#46 meetings to update H.248 related interface specifications in support of TS 22.153, Multimedia Priority Service (MPS). It suggests the approval of these CRs for the completion of Rel-9 in a timely manner and also that 3GPP specifications may be aligned with ITU-T H.248.1 in support of IEPS call indicator and Priority indicator, as other SDOs may be referencing 3GPP stage-3 specifications in support of their priority services standardization activities.

2. Discussion

3GPP SA1 has completed Stage-1 work on MPS updated for Rel-9 in TS 22.153 (Multimedia Priority Service). 3GPP CT plenary also approved a Stage-3 WID on MPS for Rel-8 in September 2007 (see CP-070576), however, stage-3 work is still needed to fully support MPS. For the, completion of CT Rel-9 in a timely manner it is proposed to align 3GPP specifications with ITU-T H.248.1 in support of IEPS call indicator and Priority indicator, as other SDOs may be referencing 3GPP stage-3 specifications in support of their priority services standardization activities. For this purpose, the companion Stage-2/Stage-3 CR's are submitted for the CT3/CT4 specifications in support of MPS to align 3GPP specifications with the H.248.1 Version 3 (09/2005) for the Mn, Mp, Ix and Iq interfaces. These CRs introduce IEPS call indicator and Priority indicator. The usage of these indicators is as follows: 

ITU-T Recommendation H.248, Version 2 specifies the Emergency indicator in support of both emergency calls (e.g., 911)/commercial priority services and government authorized priority calls (e.g., MPS).  However, ITU-T Recommendation H.248, Version 3 adds an additional IEPS call indicator for identification of government authorized calls, allowing differentiation with commercial emergency (e.g., 911) calls.  It distinguishes the use of the IEPS call indicator from the Emergency indicator.  ITU-T Recommendation H.248.1 Version 3 (09/2005) specifies the “Priority indicator” and “IEPS call indicator” in support of government authorized priority services such as Emergency Telecommunications Service (ETS) and MPS. It uses the IEPS call indicator for marking and the Priority indicator for priority level in support of government authorized emergency services, e.g., MPS.  Therefore, to support MPS over the H.248-based interfaces (Mn, Mp, Ix, and Iq), both the IEPS call indicator and Priority indicator need to be signaled in the H.248 Add_Request command.  The IEPS call indicator is used to indicate that the terminations and bearer connections in the specified context are associated with MPS.  The Priority indicator, which carries the priority level, is used for a context in order to provide the gateway (e.g., MRFP, TrGW) with information about a certain precedence handling.  If the priority level is not available, a default value can be included in the Priority indicator.

4. Conclusion

The “IEPS call indicator” and “Priority indicator” per ITU-T Recommendation H.248.1 Version 3 (09/2005), as proposed in the companion CRs should be added in the specifications to support the MPS over the Mp, Mn, Ix, and Iq interfaces. 

5. Proposal

It is proposed that CT3 agrees on the following CRs.

Stage-2 CR to TS 29.162 submitted to CT3#55 in T-doc No. xxxxxx

Stage-2 CR to TS 29.163 submitted to CT3#55 in T-doc No. xxxxxx.

It is proposed that CT4 agrees on the following CRs. 

Stage-2 CR to TS 23.333 submitted to CT4#46 in T-doc No. xxxxxx 

Stage-2 CR to TS 23.334 submitted to CT4#46 in T-doc No. xxxxxx

Stage-3 CR to TS 29.238 submitted to CT4#46 in T-doc No. xxxxxx

Stage-3 CR to TS 29.332 submitted to CT4#46 in T-doc No. xxxxxx

Stage-3 CR to TS 29.333 submitted to CT4#46 in T-doc No. xxxxxx

Stage-3 CR to TS 29.334 submitted to CT4#46 in T-doc No. xxxxxx.
