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1. Overall Description:

CT3 would like to thank TSG GERAN for their LS regarding CS Data and facsimile for AoIP.
TSG GERAN informed CT3 about a potential update of TR 43.903 and related normative specification work, where a second alternative for the user plane handling for CS data and fax calls may be considered. This second alternative modifies the legacy architectural split between the GSM Radio Access Network and the Core Network.  Furthermore the definition of a new RTP Profile is needed.
CT3 noticed that meanwhile the related CR (GP-080897) was approved and TR 43.903 is already updated accordingly.

CT3 does not plan for the 3GPP R8 release to define a new profile for CS data/fax and therefore came to the conclusion that this Alternative 2 shall not be included in the normative specification work due to the following reasons:

-
The motivation for Alternative 2 is bandwidth savings; only 16 kbps are used for a CS data call and a fax call instead of existing 64 kbps (except for HSCSD). Nevertheless the number of CS data calls and fax calls makes only a small fraction of the total bandwidth usage at the A-interface; most bandwidth is used for voice calls.

-
The solution for HSCSD seems to have still major open issues. Before normative work can be started CT3 expects from TSG GERAN that there is a complete understanding how the modified A-interface should work for all services including HSCSD.
-
With Alternative 2 the complexity of the architectural split between the GSM Radio Access Network and the Core Network will be even further increased.
-
Specifying the second alternative will delay the completion of the standardisation of AoIP for Rel8 – being dependent on IETF, notwithstanding increased implementation costs, increased integration and verification effort, etc.
2. Actions:

To:  TSG GERAN.

ACTION: 
CT3 asks TSG GERAN group to update TR 43.903 to indicate that alternative 2 will not be implemented within Release 8.
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