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1 Introduction
The TR does not clarify what is the use of the INVITE without SDP request and what level of support is required from SIP-I for Nc endpoints.
2 Discussions
INVITE without SDP offer is often thought as a tool to implement certain BICC like call setup mechanisms (for example backward tunneling) in which case the BICC call setup message does not have bearer information in the setup message. However if SDP is not included in the INVITE, it means that codec information cannot be transferred in the INVITE either. The use of such INVITE is mainly restricted to certain service scenarios not as a necessary element for basic Nc interface call setups. 
3 Proposals
Change the definition of the SIP-I profile with the proposal below.

5.2.1.4
Support for INVITE request without SDP

Editor's Note: ITU-T Rec. Q.1912.5 includes scenarios for sending and receiving INVITE requests with or without SDP. Whether SIP-I based Nc supports sending of initial INVITE requests with or without SDP and sending of re-INVITE requests without SDP is for further study.  

SIP-I based Nc should support the handling of INVITE request without SDP in the receiving side. SIP-I based Nc may support sending of INVITE request without SDP. Support for re-INVITE without SDP is purely optional. 

Note: INVITE request without SDP is not equivalent with delayed fast forward tunnelling call setup with BICC. In BICC case, from the call setup message only the bearer information is missing, while when SDP is omitted from the INVITE also codec information cannot be transferred. Therefore if BICC call setup is mirrored, instead of omitting SDP from INVITE, unspecified connection address needs to be used.

The aim of allowing INVITE without SDP is to facilitate services where the service control point is not aware of the codec capabilities of either side. In case of re-INVITE without SDP either the current session parameters can be offered or codec capabilities returned. Even if full codec capabilities returned, a full offer/answer based codec negotiation with preconditions may not be desired. If the aim of re-/INVITE without SPD is to obtain codec capabilities of the endpoint receiving the request the OPTIONS method can be also used.
