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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has designed in release 17 the option to reuse the shared N3 termination of an MBS session of a first gNB by other gNBs. For multicast MBS sessions using unicast transport over shared N3, this means that any other gNB will send the NGAP Distribution Setup Request to setup the shared N3 including a unicast transport address for which the delivery of multicast data from the MB-UPF already exists.

RAN3 has identified the following solutions:

· The MB-SMF has means to identify that the received unicast transport address already receives the multicast (e.g. it stores unicast transport addresses of the distribution tree) and can avoid asking the MB-UPF to add it redundantly (1).   

· The MB-SMF doesn’t have the means above and redundantly triggers the MB-UPF to add the address. MB-UPF can identify that this address already receives the multicast delivery and can ignore it (2).

· gNB can indicate to the MB-SMF in the NGAP Distribution Setup Request that the included unicast transport address already receives the multicast to avoid that the MB-SMF uselessly triggers the MB-UPF to add it. (3). 
2. Actions:

To CT4 group:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask CT4 guidance on which is the correct solution. 
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
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