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1. Overall Description:

According to current SA5 specifications and as requested by operators, access network charging identifier can be used to correlate the access network charging data with the IMS charging data. SA5 has pointed that the access network charging identifier is not always available at the IMS network elements when charging events are triggered (i.e. based on SIP methods triggering tables in TS 32.260).
In fact, the procedure to make available the access network charging identifier at the P-CSCF requires:

· the PCEF to transmit the charging identifier of the bearer to the PCRF over the Gx reference point, 
· and the PCRF to forward this information to the P-CSCF over the Rx reference point.
· Finally, the P-CSCF inserts the information into SIP messages and forwards to the other IMS network elements. 

However this procedure fills the requirement only in case that all messages are synchronised as the following order:

1) The PCRF has received the access network charging identifier related to the bearer established over Gx interface.
2) The PCRF passes therefore the access network charging identifier to the P-CSCF by sending a message over Rx reference point.
3) The P-CSCF therefore populates the access network charging identifier in a SIP message that may carry this information to the other IMS nodes.

According to the current description of PCC, Rx and Gx procedures may be executed in parallel and the access network charging identifier may not be available at the P-CSCF when the SIP message can be forwarded to the other IMS network elements. IMS network elements, e.g. S-CSCF, SIP-AS, with Charging interfaces need the access network charging identifier for correlation. SA5 would like also to stress that this information should be made available to the charging system once the SDP negotiation is ended.
2. Actions:

To SA2, CT1 and CT3  group.

ACTION: 
SA5 asks SA2, CT1 and CT3 groups to provide feedback on how this charging requirement could be fulfilled by the PCC and the SIP signalling procedures.
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