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* * * First Change * * * *

4.1
General interworking overview

The IM CN Subsystem interworks with SIP RFC 3261 [2] based IP Multimedia networks. These IP Multimedia networks include:

-
SIP User Agents (UAs);

-
SIP Servers.

As such, the IM CN Subsystem has to be able to interwork to all of these above functional entities in the IP multimedia network, as there is a possibility that they all may be involved in an IM session. The general interworking model is shown in figure 1. The SIP based Multimedia networks may use IP version 4 RFC 791 [9] or IP version 6 RFC 2460 [10].
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Figure 1: Interworking Model for IM CN Subsystem to IP Multimedia Network

The UE uses the CSCF in order to communicate with the external IP multimedia network entities.

If no IP version interworking or no NAT/NAPT between different realms is required, the CSCF can communicate with SIP UAs in an external IP multimedia network directly.

If no IP version interworking or no NAT/NAPT between different realms is required, the CSCF can also communicate with SIP proxies in an external IP multimedia network directly, which in turn can then communicate with SIP UAs.

To provide the IP version interworking or NAT/NAPT between different realms the functions of an IMS-ALG and a TrGW may be inserted between the CSCF and external IP Multimedia Network by configuration. The IMS-ALG and the TrGW may be implemented as a part of other physical entities in the IMS.

NOTE:
Other methods to provide IP version interworking are for further study.

* * * Second Change * * * *

6
Interworking Reference Model for control plane interworking and user plane interworking

Figure 2 details the reference architecture required to support interworking between the IM CN subsystem and IP networks for IM services. Figure 3 details the reference architecture required to support interworking between the IMS and IP SIP networks supporting IP version 4.
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NOTE:
Multimedia IP networks may be connected via the Mb interface to various network entities, such as an UE (via an GTP Tunnel reaching to the GGSN), an MRFP, or an application server.

Figure 2: IM CN Subsystem to IP network interworking reference Architecture without IP version interworking
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Figure 3: Border Control Functions
Mm reference point: The call control protocol applied to the Mm interface between CSCF and external IP networks is SIP, RFC 3261 [2], as detailed in 3GPP TS 24.229 [1]. SIP extension packages mandated by 3GPP are possibly not supported.

Mb reference point: This interface is defined in 3GPP TS 23.002 [5] and is IP based. Further information is provided in 3GPP TS 29.061 [4] and 3GPP TS 26.235 [6].

Mx reference point: The protocol applied at the Mx reference point is not specified within this release of the specification.

Ix reference point: The protocol applied at the Ix reference point is not specified in this release of the specification.

* * * Third Change * * * *

6.1.1
IBCF
This entity provides control plane functionality to connect entities following the 3GPP profile of SIP, TS 24.229 [1], and external SIP entities following RFC 3261 [2].
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