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1. Overall Description:

CT1 asked CT3 to indicate whether there are any policy impacts in allowing early media from the network towards the terminating UE.
It is optional for PCC to authorize any UE-initiated resource request before an SDP answer was received. A network initiated resource reservation will only take place after an SDP answer was received. Thus, to enable forward early media an offer-answer exchange needs to be completed while the call setup is still ongoing.

Once an offer-answer exchange is completed, PCC is able to support forward early media. It is a matter of operator policy if forward early media are then enabled. TS 29.214 states in Clause A.2:

Prior to the completion of the SIP session set-up, i.e. until the 200 OK (INVITE) or any other 2xx response is received, the P-CSCF may enable or disable media IP flows depending on operator policy, thus allowing or forbidding early media in forward and/or backward direction.

It is a frequent operator policy to enable only backward early media to avoid an abuse of early media for a communication free of charge. 
CT3 has agreed to add an optional support of the SDP "early session" disposition type to PCC in Rel-9. Without this enhancement, e.g. in a pre-Rel-9 PCC system, early media using the SDP "early session" disposition type will not be supported.
In summary, PCC is able to support early media in forward direction and it is a matter of operator policy if forward early media are enabled.
2. Actions: none
3. Date of Next CT3 Meetings:
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Beijing, China
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