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7.4.1
Overview

Media Oriented Negotiation Acceleration (MONA), as specified in ITU-T H.324 Amendment 1 [32] provides simplified procedures that allow for a faster call set-up of a H.324 Multimedia call than standard H.324 procedures, and also allow for a fallback to standard H.324 procedures if either party does not support the enhanced procedures.

The support of MONA is optional for an IM-MGW and MGCF supporting multimedia interworking, as no call failure but only a fallback to standard H.324 setup procedures will occur if the procedures are not supported.

MONA "preference message" signalling is used instead of H.324 Multiplexing level negotiation. Should standard H.324 Multiplexing level stuffing flags be received, a fallback to standard H.324 procedures is triggered. The sending of MONA preference messages is repeated by each MONA capable H.324 terminal until a reception is acknowledged by the peer. During this phase, two PDU types may optionally be attached by MONA terminals to these preference messages:

-
Media Preconfigured Channel (MPC) PDUs: MONA defines a small number of preconfigured H.223 channels for the most widespread audio and video codecs (AMR, AMR-WB, H.264 MPEG4 and H.263). Media PDUs for these codecs may be attached to the MONA "preference message" during the call setup.

-
Signalling Preconfigured Channel (SPC) PDUs: These PDUs are H.245 generic request messages with special parameters defined by MONA. These PDUs may also be attached to MONA preference messages.

According to MONA, each MONA capable terminal shall support at least one of these PDU types. The MONA capability of the IM-MGW can be audited by the MGCF . 
The MONA preference message exchange in combination with attached MPC or SPC PDUs may result in the establishment of the desired media channels without further H.245 signalling. Otherwise, H.245 will be used after the MONA preference message exchange is acknowledged to negotiate media channels, but MONA defines some accelerated H.245 procedures (ACP) to speed up these H.245 procedures.

The design of Mn procedures to support MONA is guided by the following considerations:

-
The H.245 handling should be performed in the MGCF to keep procedures aligned as far as possible with standard Mn procedures to support H.324 interworking.

-
The MGCF should also control MONA preference message exchange procedures in order to maintain the agreed architectural work split between MGCF and IM-MGW in analogy to the H.245 handling.

-
However, the IM-MGW needs to understand the MONA preference messages at least to a sufficient degree to de-encapsulate the possibly attached MPC and SBC PDUs.
-
Furthermore, the frequent retransmissions of MONA preference messages required by MONA procedures are to be performed by the IM-MGW autonomously to avoid unnecessary load at the Mn interface and the MGCF.

-
Furthermore, for resource reservation at the IM-MGW, it is assumed that the IM-MGW has knowledge about supported predefined Media Preconfigured Channel configurations as specified in Clause K.9.2 of H.324 Amendment 1 in order to limit the amount of information transferred in the Mn interface when establishing MPC channels. The offered channel resources are reserved by the IM-MGW. 

-
In order to avoid increasing call establishment time when interworking with legacy terminals and at the same time avoid unnecessary load at the Mn interface, the MGCF may initiate both MONA and legacy H.245 procedures simultaneously in parallel. The MGCF shall in this case arm a legacy detection event with an embedded signal descriptor including the initial legacy H.245 message. The IM-MGW will only send the signal in case a fallback condition to legacy is detected. 
Editor’s note: It is FFS whether the mux-level-indication event can be used as a legacy detection event, and whether it is more feasible than the mechanism for legacy detection described.
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