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1. Introduction:

When the UE registers, it signals its supported services by inserting ICSI media feature tags in the Contact Header field. Additionally 3GPP agreed to add the support for a network indication of supported services by sending supported ICSI media feature tags in the Feature Caps header field back from the S-CSCF to the UE.

2. Issue:

The solution documented so far does not cover a compatibility mechanism. A UE receiving in the response a Feature Caps header field with not included feature tags, does not know if the IMS network (+transit networks) just does not support the new mechanism or if it is an indication for non-support of services.

3. Conclusion: 
Is the absence of a Feature Caps header field a sufficient indication for the UE, that the IMS network does not support this mechanism? Another way forward to solve this issue could be to add a new Feature Tag in the Feature Caps header field which indicates to the UE the network support of the new capability indication mechanism. 

It is proposed to discuss the issue and find a solution for 3GPP Rel-12.
