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1. Overall Description:

3GPP SA2 would like to thank 3GPP SA4 for their LS, and would like to comment some suggested requirements raised by SA4 in their LS.
· It should be possible for a client to declare the preferred minimum bitrate it wants to use.

SA2 understands that one purpose of such information (according to the quoted objectives of the WID) would be to provide information that policy functions can use to determine the required resources. PCC supports the reservation of a guaranteed bit rate (GBR) and a maximum bit rate (MBR), which is propagated to the radio network and used in the resource reservation within the EPS and the RAN.
SA2 would like to inform SA4 that 29.213 define that the MBR and GBR values can be assigned using the codec specific SDP attributes or b=AS parameter, unless operator defined policies assigns a different MBR and GBR values for a particular service. In the case of MBR > GBR then the MBR value can be assigned using codec specific SDP attributes or b=AS, and GBR value based on operator policies defined in the PCRF. 

SA2 assumes that procedures explained above are sufficient for selecting GBR and MBR values.
· It should be possible for network functions to indicate the amount of bandwidth variation that can be supported without having to enforce traffic shaping.
· It should be possible for a client to declare the preferred bandwidth variability it wants to use when sending.

As described above, the PCC system derives the MBR from the codec specific SDP attributes or the b=AS value and thus the shaping functions in the network are prepared to handle traffic up to this bitrate. If the bandwidth variations are larger than what the policing functions in the network allow then this may lead to traffic shaping and an increased delay for the packets exceeding the sending rate,. This should however be identical to the situation that the sender delays packets to be in compliance with the sending rate. SA2 assumes that packet losses would only occur in heavy network load situations, e.g. if the RAN is congested. TS 23.107 define the reference algorithm for the interpretation of the bit rates and all policing functions are operating accordingly.
SA2 assumes that the network is prepared to support the highest possible bandwidth and thus traffic shaping would not occur as long as the sending rate is not exceeding this bandwidth.

· It should be possible for network functions to declare what minimum bitrate it has allocated.
The UE is always informed about the allocated GBR and the accepted MBR by the existing EPS session management procedures defined in 23.401.The allocated GBR shall be interpreted by the UE as the minimum bitrate (under consideration of a possible aggregation of services in the same bearer).

In addition, PCC functionality can provide feedback about the successful allocation of resources according to the AF request (i.e. minimum bit rate) towards the IMS, if the AF requested it. The value of the allocated minimum bitrate is however not provided to the AF as this is derived according to operator policies defined in PCRF. Furthermore, IMS procedures to propagate and/or reconcile information about the allocated bandwidth variation towards the calling party and the called party are also not defined.
SA2 assumes that the existing procedures to inform the UE about the allocated GBR are sufficient.
2. Actions:

To SA4 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks SA4 to take the comments given above into consideration and asks for being informed if SA4 has different opinions.
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