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DISCUSSION

Ericsson and China Mobile have submitted an IETF draft, draft-holmberg-sipcore-received-realm-00.txt, which defines a new SIP Via header field parameter in order to indicate the adjacent upstream network.

The information is typically inserted by a network entry node, and the information can then be used within the network in order to trigger procedures based on the adjacent upstream network. Typical examples are application services provided by a transit network. 
The reason why the authors don’t consider the information currently transported in the Via header field reliable enough is because the information might be provided as an IP address, rather than a domain name. And, it might not always be possible to perform a reverse DNS lookup, if the nearest SIP entity in the adjacent network is e.g. using a private address.
Currently, the identifier is defined a host name, but it can basically be any identifier, which entities within the consuming network (e.g. the transit network) recognizes.

If companies think this mechanism is needed, the authors request them to indicate their support on the IETF SIPCORE working group mailing list.
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