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Introduction
Required functionality between S-CSCF and AS has been discussed in the past in support of VINE. This document makes a proposed for a new functional entity.
Previous discussion
Previous discussions have focussed on two possibilities for handling the interface between S-CSCF and an external application server, providing enterprise functionality, within the enterprise itself.

The first proposal was for an IBCF in each leg (or possibly entry and exit IBCFs.
[image: image1]
[image: image3.emf]HSS

S-CSCF 1

SIP AS 1

SIP AS 2

Other AS 6

Other AS 5

Sh

Cx

ISC

ISC Not specified

S-CSCF 2

S-CSCF 3

Other AS 4

ISC

ISC


This has also been discussed in C1-121192 and C1-121193 at CT1#77 also discussed this.
Concerns were expressed that the action of of the IBCFs on either of the legs would remove information essentially needed by a subsequent application server.
An alternative proposal is to follow the recursive AS definition given in an annex of 3GPP TS 23.218. Here the gateway would be a full application server, and this how it handled dependent application servers, and what information it stored from one leg to the other, as opposed to giving to the dependent application server and expecting to get it back, would be entirely up to the gateway application server.
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Various pros and cons have been identified for both solutions.
In regards to functionality, the only functionality over which there is clear consensus is:

· To provide a security / policy boundary

· To reuse some existing IBCF functionality

Proposals
A previous CR allowed the existence of the IBCF on the ISC interface (see subclause 5.1.3.
It is proposed to remove this capability.
Proposed that we would define a new element rather than reuse IBCF. Functionality in release 11 would be by direct reference to existing IBCF functionality (or subset of same). Interaction between any incoming and outgoing legs to the application server (and saving of state information between them) would be left for study in later releases, but would not be precluded from the architecture in future in this way.
Note that many network operators hosting third-party AS see these as trusted entities, and do not envisage the deployment of an additional entity. The same considerations apply in VINE scenarios.
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