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1. Overall Description:

During an IMS call EMM procedures (for E-UTRAN access) and GMM procedures (for GERAN/UTRAN access) can still be ongoing, unlike in CS call case where MM procedures are suspended.
During the IMS call, because of the UE physically moving its location or because of changing radio conditions, handovers to maintain service (of the IMS call) or connection to the network can be triggered. With regard to these handovers, CT1 seeks clarification from SA2 for the following:-

· Can the MME (or SGSN) in handover target selection process, always be able determine if candidate target cells are service restricted for the mobile? Are there any exceptions of this for example in terms of cross release compatibility or network deployment?

· If the selected target cell for the handover is in a TA (or RA) that restricted to the mobile, that the MME (or SGSN) will :-
· not perform the handover to a cell where the TA(or RA) is restricted to that mobile; or
[Note: with this scenario the IMS call might be lost as resources for the IMS call in the current serving cell cannot be guaranteed.]
· perform the handover and when the UE then discovers it is in a new TA (or RA) initiates registration update procedure to which the MME (or SGSN) would then provide the appropriate reject cause (eg. #12, #13, #14, #15, #25 etc). With this scenario the resource for the ongoing IMS call is maintained; or

· knowing that the target cell is a TA (or RA) that mobile has service restriction, that the MME (or SGSN) proceed with the handover but not provide resources at the target and thereby leading to the IMS call being dropped.

· If a mobile with an ongoing IMS call is handled over to target cell which is service restricted for that mobile – i.e. service restriction checks not applied or could not be applied by the MME (or SGSN) during the handover decision process – then subsequently upon completion of handover if the mobile does a  TAU (or RAU) the mobile will likely get TAU reject (or RAU reject) with, for example, reject cause #12, #13#, #14, #15, #25, etc. 
Does CT1 have to cater for such cases in our Stage 3 specifications?


2. Actions:

To 3GPP TSG SA WG2  group.

ACTION: 

CT1 kindly request SA2 to provide clarifications to the queries raised by CT1.
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