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6.1.3.2
ESM sublayer states in the UE

6.1.3.2.1
BEARER CONTEXT INACTIVE

No EPS bearer context exists.

6.1.3.2.2
BEARER CONTEXT ACTIVE

The EPS bearer context is active in the UE.
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Figure 6.1.3.2.2.1: The ESM sublayer states for EPS bearer context handling in the UE (overview)


[image: image4]
6.1.3.3
ESM sublayer states in the MME

6.1.3.3.1
BEARER CONTEXT INACTIVE

No EPS bearer context exists.

6.1.3.3.2
BEARER CONTEXT ACTIVE PENDING
The network has initiated an EPS bearer context activation towards the UE.

6.1.3.3.3
BEARER CONTEXT ACTIVE
The EPS bearer context is active in the network.

6.1.3.3.4
BEARER CONTEXT INACTIVE PENDING
The network has initiated an EPS bearer context deactivation towards the UE.

6.1.3.3.5
BEARER CONTEXT MODIFY PENDING
The network has initiated an EPS bearer context modification towards the UE.
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Figure 6.1.3.3.5.1: The ESM sublayer states for EPS bearer context handling in the network (overview)
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6.4.4.2
EPS bearer context deactivation initiated by the network

If a NAS signalling connection exists when the MME initiates the EPS bearer context deactivation procedure, the MME shall initiate the EPS bearer context deactivation procedure by sending a DEACTIVATE EPS BEARER CONTEXT REQUEST message to the UE, start the timer T3495, and enter the state BEARER CONTEXT INACTIVE PENDING (see example in figure 6.4.4.2.1).
The procedure transaction identity (PTI) shall also be included if the deactivation is triggered by a UE initiated bearer resource modification procedure.

When the MME wants to deactivate all EPS bearer contexts to a PDN and thus disconnect the UE from the PDN, the MME shall include the EPS bearer identity of the default bearer associated to the PDN in the DEACTIVATE EPS BEARER CONTEXT REQUEST message.

If no NAS signalling connection exists when the MME initiates the EPS bearer context deactivation, the ESM entity in the MME shall locally deactivate the EPS bearer context towards the UE without any peer-to-peer ESM signalling between the MME and the UE.

NOTE:
The EPS bearer context state(s) can be synchronized between the UE and the MME at the next EMM-IDLE to EMM-CONNECTED transition, e.g. during a service request or tracking area updating procedure.
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Figure 6.4.4.2.1: EPS bearer context deactivation procedure
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