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1. Overall Description: 

IETF SIPPING WG has reviewed your liaison around the "Commit/Rollback of Offer/Answer on

Unsuccessful re-INVITE Transaction" issue in draft-ietf-sipping-sip-offeranswer-08.txt

2. Response to CT1: 

IETF SIPPING WG has discussed the problem and proposes to move forward in the impacted WGs (SIP and SIPPING) based on the following solution: 

We understand that your question pertains to the issue in section 6.2 of draft-ietf-sipping-sip-offeranswer-08.txt:

  When a re-INVITE transaction fails, the dialog remains with the 

  session bound to it. The issue here is: what is the session status 

  if an offer/answer exchange has been completed (if a session 

  description has been sent in a reliable provisional response to the 

  re-INVITE request), or if subsequent offer/answer exchanges have 

  taken place (using UPDATE or PRACK transactions), before the re-

  INVITE transaction is terminated with a final error response 

  (Figure 6). One option is to take those offer/answer exchanges not 

  committed yet and to make the session status rollback to the one 

  before re-INVITE transaction was initiated. Another option is to 

  take those exchanges committed and to keep the session status as it 

  is even after re-INVITE fails. There is no clear consensus on which 

  one is the correct behavior. 

The WG made a decision to adopt the second of those options and update the draft-ietf-sipping-sip-offeranswer-08.txt to reflect the solution proposal: 

  take those exchanges committed and to keep the session status as it 

  is even after re-INVITE fails.

To be more specific, when an offer and an answer have been exchanged using reliable transactions in the midst of a re-INVITE transaction, the offer and answer are considered to have been committed. Once committed they remain in effect even if the re-INVITE transaction subsequently fails, so long as the INVITE-dialog-usage remains in effect.

The exchanges pertinent to this issue that will result in committing an offer/answer pair are those numbered 3,4,5, and 6 in Table 1 of draft-ietf-sipping-sip-offeranswer-08.txt. (Exchanges 1 and 2 are not pertinent to this issue.)

Following a failed re-INVITE, if one (or both) of the UAs find the current session state to be unsatisfactory, it may initiate another offer/answer exchange, via another re-INVITE or UPDATE transaction, to correct the session state.

IETF will forward a detailed Workplan, including a reference to the solution document, as soon as it becomes available.  It is anticipated that the solution document would be a chartered work item within the Rel 8 timeframe. 

Feel free to contact us for further information. 

3. Date of Next IETF meeting: 

IETF-73: November 16-21, 2008     Host: TBD  Location: Minneapolis, MN, USA 

