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1. Overall Description:

CT1 thanks GERAN2 for its liaison on the topic of PLMN Selection function with GAN-Iu mode.

First of all, CT1 would like to bring to the attention of GERAN2 that this is the first time CT1 discusses and is provided with some particular Rel-8 specification work on GAN-Iu, and therefore more information and time would be needed to analyze the whole GAN-Iu work and the consequences on all Non Access Stratum (NAS) existing procedures.

In any case, in response to the action stated in the liaison, it is CT1 understanding that GAN (GAN-Iu mode and GAN-A/Gb mode) complements the GERAN/UTRAN radio coverage, and therefore GAN-Iu mode and GAN-A/Gb mode are actually an extension of GERAN and UTRAN mobile services which is achieved by tunnelling Non Access Stratum (NAS) protocols. All this, in CT1 view, implies that the introduction of GAN-Iu mode should not impact the PLMN selection procedures, as specified today, by requiring the introduction of new access technology for selecting a PLMN by NAS, i.e., GAN-Iu. GAN-Iu is seen as a new mode of operation of GAN which is selected during GAN registration process.

Regarding the document attached to the liaison, CT1 would like to comment that though a GA-RC REGISTER REDIRECT message may be provided with a list of GANC-PLMN pairs + supported GAN operating modes for each pair, this does not imply that the selection of the GAN operating mode is performed by NAS. Note that this does not exclude that the received list can be filtered according to the principles stated in 3GPP TS 23.122, for instance, the contents of the forbidden lists (e.g., "forbidden PLMNs", "forbidden LAs for roaming"), user and operator PLMN preferences, and later the Access Stratum (AS) selects the GAN operating mode.

Finally, we would like to note that an MS with both GAN-A/Gb and GAN-Iu support, GANC registered and having GERAN or UTRAN coverage should not be prevented from access to UTRAN or GERAN services via handover to GAN. That is to say, a GANC capable of providing access to both GERAN and UTRAN services for a particular PLMN, should provide an MS having coverage under GERAN, GANC registered and capable of GAN-Iu with information to allow handover to GAN so that UTRAN (3G) services would also be possible.

2. Actions:

To GERAN2
ACTION: 
CT1 kindly requests GERAN2 to take into account the CT1 provided information for further work on GAN-Iu. Finally, CT1 would like to be informed in the future of any possible impact to the PLMN Selection procedures because of GAN.
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