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Introduction

The core RTCweb WG internet drafts are completing in IETF with many of the drafts now in the RFC editor’s queue. In fact the short RTCweb WG session at the recent IETF#100 will probably be the last RTCweb WG session at an IETF (after nearly 8 years of IETF work on RTCweb). While it may still take some time for all the RFCs to be actually published and some dependencies in other IETF WGs still require a little more work, the RTCweb baseline is now pretty stable. However, 3GPP has some additional dependencies on top of this baseline for IMS_WebRTC and eWebRTCi work items and these drafts have not had much traction in recent years primarily due to the original authors no longer participating full time in standards work.
Release 12 stalled dependencies
1. draft-ietf-sipcore-sip-authn
This draft which is a dependency for TS 24.371, previously made slow progress in its original incarnation but is now a SIPCORE WG draft with reduced scope. Although this is an IETF WG draft the core IETF WG RTCweb drafts do not depend on the completion of this draft and only 3GPP requires it. The draft was recently discussed during the SIPCORE WG session at IETF#100 but reviewers are needed to help with review and providing comments to the SIPCORE list to push this draft over the finishing line. Lack of review comments indicates to the WG chairs that no one has reviewed the draft and therefore it’s not ready for WGLC. 3GPP IMS WebRTC is totally dependent on this draft since there is no authentication without this. While not completely stalled helping to progress this draft should be a top priority for companies interested in IMS WebRTC.

2. draft-schwarz-mmusic-sdp-for-gw
This draft which is a dependency for TS 23.334 and TS 29.334, expired in November 2016. The original author from Alcatel-Lucent (merged into Nokia) is no longer involved in standards work (Co author is from Huawei). While this is not a CT1 specification dependency the IMS_WebRTC work item cannot be completed unless companies provide resource(s) to complete this IETF work. 
Release 13 stalled dependencies

1. draft-ietf-mmusic-msrp-usage-data-channel
This draft which is a dependency for TS 24.371, TS 23.334 and TS 29.334, has made slow progress even though a revised version was submitted in September 2017.  Although this is an IETF WG draft the core IETF WG RTCweb drafts do not depend on the completion of this draft and only 3GPP requires it. The original authors from Alcatel-Lucent (merged into Nokia) are no longer involved in standards work. The eWebRTCi work item cannot be completed unless companies provide resource(s) to complete this IETF work. Not only are the authors required to progress this as a priority but others to help with review and providing comments to the MMUSIC list are needed to push this draft over the finishing line. Lack of review comments indicates to the WG chairs that no one has reviewed the draft and therefore it’s not ready for WGLC.
Release 14 stalled dependencies

1. draft-schwarz-mmusic-t140-usage-data-channel
This draft which is a dependency for TS 24.371 and TS 23.334, expired in October 2016. The original author from Alcatel-Lucent (merged into Nokia) is no longer involved in standards work. The release 14 WebRTC enhancements cannot be completed unless companies provide resource(s) to complete this IETF work.
2. draft-schwarz-mmusic-bfcp-usage-data-channel
This draft which is a dependency for TS 24.371 and TS 23.334, expired in October 2016. The original author from Alcatel-Lucent (merged into Nokia) is no longer involved in standards work. The release 14 WebRTC enhancements cannot be completed unless companies provide resource(s) to complete this IETF work. 

A proposal

It has been proposed that the three existing draft-schwarz-mmusic drafts be consolidated into a single draft to reduce the overhead of progressing three separate drafts. It seems a new author is required to consolidate the content of these three stalled drafts into a new draft and then drive this work to completion.

Conclusion
Without resources being prioritized by companies interested in completing 3GPP WebRTC, work on progressing the above drafts that are dependencies required by 3GPP will not complete in IETF. The core IETF work on RTCweb is completing and once completed it can be expected that the core IETF experts whose input will also be needed to progress these drafts will become focused elsewhere and it will become even harder to complete the outstanding 3GPP dependencies.
If resources are not forthcoming to make good progress then 3GPP will need to consider removing the functionality that depends on these drafts so that the IMS WebRTC work can be completed.

It is also time again to make updates of references to IETF drafts in 3GPP specifications to take account of the progress of recent work in IETF on RTCweb drafts many of which are in the RFC editor’s queue or have completed WGLC.
