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1. Overall Description:

3GPP CT has considered how to proceed on a response to the liaison statement received from ITU-T Study Group 2 on Evolution of IMSI format and E.212 Recommendation (CP-172071).

In this LS, ITU-T SG 2 is seeking information regarding the potential impact of any change to the IMSI as specified in Recommendation E.212 driven by new use cases and the need for more capacity in the identification plan (e.g. IoT/MTC/M2M type communications, new 5G related requirements). The following options have been identified:

· Option 1: No change

· Keep the current format of MCC, MNC and MSIN and address the new demands with assignments of new MNCs or MCCs and changes to assignment or management practices

· Option 2: Format extension 

· Extend the IMSIs i.e. assess the extent of the demand and adapt the MSIN or the MNC formats

· Option 3: Use of schemes that may not be backward compatible

· Keep IMSIs only for legacy services and use “something else” for new services

· Option 4: Change in encoding

· Keep the current format, but allow for hexadecimal encoding (0-9, A-F)

Identifying the protocol/operational impacts of all the options listed above (and any other possible alternatives) would require a detailed analysis and such analysis cannot be done without substantial time spent in CT WGs. According to the current workload in CT WGs and the relative low urgency for IMSI format changes as explained by ITU-T SG 2, 3GPP CT considers that this study should not be given highest priority at this stage.

However, it is 3GPP CT's understanding that ITU-T SG 2 would be at least interested in receiving early feedback from 3GPP on option 1, seen as a simple solution to enhance the number of IMSI values for a given operator. It is then proposed to initiate activity to collect views on the possible protocol/operational impacts of the option 1. This action could be led by CT4, as this working group is responsible for 3GPP TS 23.003 in which the IMSI format is specified by 3GPP. CT4 would be also responsible for collecting comments from other WGs, such as SA5 Charging sub-WG for the possible impacts on billing and accounting. After compiling the comments from the different WGs, an official reply LS would be then sent by 3GPP SA to ITU-T SG 2.
2. Actions:

To 3GPP SA group.

ACTION: 
3GPP SA is kindly asked to consider the proposed treatment of the LS received from ITU-T Study Group 2 on Evolution of IMSI format and E.212 Recommendation and to respond to 3GPP CT and CT4. Specifically, it would be appreciated if SA were to identify a set of working groups to involve in this activity. 
3. Date of Next 3GPP CT Meetings:
3GPP CT#78
18th – 19th June 2017
Lisbon, PT
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