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Annex X (Informative):
IMS service data shared among multiple subscribers

X.1
General 

In the 3GPP IMS network, the service data is owned by the application server and it could be stored in the HSS as Repository Data, which implies that contents are unknown (i.e. transparent) to HSS. Therefore, even if some parts of the service data could be shared by multiple subscribers, this is unknown to HSS. On the other hand, from an HSS perspective data is accessible and manageable per subscriber, as per existing 3GPP specifications. This means that when some data needs to be modified, it requires an update operation per subscriber, even if this data is also part of other subscribers’ data set. 

In case the service data is shared by a large amount of subscribers, it implies a large amount of update operations.
See 3GPP TS 29.364 [X] for a description of a possible solution to avoid this massive amount of update operations. However, it is important to remark that there may be other implementation specific solutions that handle IMS service data sharing among multiple individual subscribers.
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