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Discussion

From time to time a delegate – or an MCC colleague – raises the question of the date field on the CR cover sheet (figure 1).  There seems to be no written rule about what the value in this field means, and several interpretations are common:
· date the original contribution was written

· date the current revision of the contribution was written

· date of the first (or last) day of the Working Group meeting at which the CR was agreed

· date it will be presented to TSG plenary

· etc

and authors fill in the date accordingly.  Furthermore, despite the embedded help text, some authors insist in entering the date in a non-standard format, which cannot be interpreted by Word as a valid date.

Furthermore, even if the data in this field were reliable, the use to which it can be put is debatable.  It is the consensus within MCC that this field serves no useful purpose.  Therefore, rather than continue to fill the database with useless, unreliable, data, we propose to completely remove this field from the form and no longer to add it to the CR database.
The corresponding field in the database will be retained but will no longer be used.  

If the TSGs can agree to this proposal, a new CR cover sheet would be provided, where this field was removed (in fact, the table cells would remain, but text and colouring would be removed from them, thus avoiding causing distress to automatic parsers of cover sheets), and the guidance text on the web (http://www.3gpp.org/change-requests) updated as necessary.

Regardless of the decision on this matter, in view of the above discussion, users of the database are warned not to use the “date” field for any systematic analysis.  Rather, they should use the identity of the TSG meeting or WG meeting concerned, which provides a much more reliable guide to the timeframe during which the CR was produced.

Decision

The TSGs are invited to approve the removal of the Date field from the CR cover sheet.
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Figure 1: CR cover sheet, highlighting date field
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