3GPP TR 38.769 V0.0.1 (2024-02)
2
Release 19

	[bookmark: page1][bookmark: specType1][bookmark: specNumber]3GPP TR 38.769 V0.0.1 (2024-02)

	[bookmark: spectype2]Technical Report


	3rd Generation Partnership Project;
[bookmark: specTitle]Technical Specification Group Radio Access Network;
Study on solutions for ambient IoT (Internet of Things)
[bookmark: specRelease](Release 19)

		

	

	


	The present document has been developed within the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP TM) and may be further elaborated for the purposes of 3GPP.
The present document has not been subject to any approval process by the 3GPP Organizational Partners and shall not be implemented.
This Specification is provided for future development work within 3GPP only. The Organizational Partners accept no liability for any use of this Specification.
Specifications and Reports for implementation of the 3GPP TM system should be obtained via the 3GPP Organizational Partners' Publications Offices.


[bookmark: _MON_1684549432]
	[bookmark: page2]

	[bookmark: coords3gpp]3GPP
Postal address

3GPP support office address
650 Route des Lucioles - Sophia Antipolis
Valbonne - FRANCE
Tel.: +33 4 92 94 42 00 Fax: +33 4 93 65 47 16
Internet
https://www.3gpp.org


	[bookmark: copyrightNotification]Copyright Notification
No part may be reproduced except as authorized by written permission.
The copyright and the foregoing restriction extend to reproduction in all media.

[bookmark: copyrightDate][bookmark: copyrightaddon]© 2024, 3GPP Organizational Partners (ARIB, ATIS, CCSA, ETSI, TSDSI, TTA, TTC).
All rights reserved.

UMTS™ is a Trade Mark of ETSI registered for the benefit of its members
3GPP™ is a Trade Mark of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members and of the 3GPP Organizational Partners
LTE™ is a Trade Mark of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members and of the 3GPP Organizational Partners
GSM® and the GSM logo are registered and owned by the GSM Association



[bookmark: tableOfContents]
Contents
Foreword	4
Introduction	5
1	Scope	6
2	References	6
3	Definitions of terms, symbols and abbreviations	6
3.1	Terms	6
3.2	Symbols	6
3.3	Abbreviations	7
4	Evaluation methodology	7
4.1	Remaining details of RAN design targets	7
4.2	Evaluation assumptions	7
4.3	Link budget template	7
5	Ambient IoT device architectures	7
5.1	~1 µW devices (Device 1)	7
5.2	≤few hundred µW devices	7
5.2.1	External carrier wave (Device 2a)	7
5.2.2	Internally-generated carrier wave (Device 2b)	7
6	Solutions for Ambient IoT	7
6.1	Physical layer	7
6.2	Protocol stack and signalling procedures	7
6.3	Impacts on CN-RAN interface	8
6.4	RAN architecture aspects	8
6.5	Coexistence of Ambient IoT and NR/LTE	8
6.6	RF requirements study	8
6.7	Characteristics of carrier-wave waveform	8
6.8	Locating Ambient IoT devices	8
7	Coverage evaluations	8
8	Conclusions and recommendations	8
Annex <x> (informative): Change history	9



[bookmark: foreword][bookmark: _Toc160111580]Foreword
[bookmark: spectype3]This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).
The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:
Version x.y.z
where:
x	the first digit:
1	presented to TSG for information;
2	presented to TSG for approval;
3	or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.
y	the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, updates, etc.
z	the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.
In the present document, modal verbs have the following meanings:
shall	indicates a mandatory requirement to do something
shall not	indicates an interdiction (prohibition) to do something
The constructions "shall" and "shall not" are confined to the context of normative provisions, and do not appear in Technical Reports.
The constructions "must" and "must not" are not used as substitutes for "shall" and "shall not". Their use is avoided insofar as possible, and they are not used in a normative context except in a direct citation from an external, referenced, non-3GPP document, or so as to maintain continuity of style when extending or modifying the provisions of such a referenced document.
should	indicates a recommendation to do something
should not	indicates a recommendation not to do something
may	indicates permission to do something
need not	indicates permission not to do something
The construction "may not" is ambiguous and is not used in normative elements. The unambiguous constructions "might not" or "shall not" are used instead, depending upon the meaning intended.
can	indicates that something is possible
cannot	indicates that something is impossible
The constructions "can" and "cannot" are not substitutes for "may" and "need not".
will	indicates that something is certain or expected to happen as a result of action taken by an agency the behaviour of which is outside the scope of the present document
will not	indicates that something is certain or expected not to happen as a result of action taken by an agency the behaviour of which is outside the scope of the present document
might	indicates a likelihood that something will happen as a result of action taken by some agency the behaviour of which is outside the scope of the present document
might not	indicates a likelihood that something will not happen as a result of action taken by some agency the behaviour of which is outside the scope of the present document
In addition:
is	(or any other verb in the indicative mood) indicates a statement of fact
is not	(or any other negative verb in the indicative mood) indicates a statement of fact
The constructions "is" and "is not" do not indicate requirements.
[bookmark: introduction][bookmark: _Toc160111581]Introduction
In recent years, IoT has attracted much attention in the wireless communication world. More 'things' are expected to be interconnected for improving productivity efficiency and increasing comforts of life. Further reduction of size, complexity, and power consumption of IoT devices can enable the deployment of tens or even hundreds of billions of IoT devices for various applications and provide added value across the entire value chain. It is impossible to power all the IoT devices by battery that needs to be replaced or recharged manually, which leads to high maintenance cost, serious environmental issues, and even safety hazards for some use cases, for example, wireless sensors in electrical power, and petroleum industries.
Most of the existing wireless communication devices are powered by batteries that need to be replaced or recharged manually. The automation and digitization of various industries opens numerous new markets requiring new IoT technologies of supporting batteryless devices with no energy storage capability or devices with energy storage that do not need to be replaced or recharged manually.
An example type of application is asset identification, which presently has to resort mainly to barcodes and RFID in most industries. The main advantage of these two technologies is the ultra-low complexity and small form factor of the tags. However, the limited reading range of a few meters usually requires handheld scanning which leads to labor intensive and time-consuming operations, or RFID portals/gates which leads to costly deployments. Moreover, the lack of interference management scheme results in severe interference between RFID readers and capacity problems, especially in case of dense deployment. It is hard to support a large-scale network with seamless coverage for RFID.
In contrast, this study investigates solutions for Ambient IoT, a new IoT technology to open new markets within 3GPP systems, whose number of connections and/or device density can be orders of magnitude higher than existing 3GPP IoT technologies, and which can provide complexity and power consumption orders-of-magnitude lower than existing 3GPP LPWA technologies such as NB-IoT and LTE-MTC. TSG RAN has completed a Rel-18 RAN-level SI on Ambient IoT, producing TR 38.848 which provides a terminological and scoping framework for future discussions of Ambient IoT. This has defined representative use cases, deployment scenarios, connectivity topologies, Ambient IoT devices, design targets, and required functionalities; it also conducted a preliminary feasibility assessment.
The SI reported in this present TR is now to investigate solutions in detail at RAN-WG level for Ambient IoT in 3GPP.
[bookmark: scope][bookmark: _Toc160111582]
1	Scope
The overall objective of the SI is to study a harmonized air interface design with minimized differences (where necessary) for Ambient IoT to enable the following devices:
i.	~1 µW peak power consumption, has energy storage, initial sampling frequency offset (SFO) up to 10X ppm, neither DL nor UL amplification in the device. The device’s UL transmission is backscattered on a carrier wave provided externally.
ii.	≤ a few hundred µW peak power consumption has energy storage, initial sampling frequency offset (SFO) up to 10X ppm, both DL and/or UL amplification in the device. The device’s UL transmission may be generated internally by the device, or be backscattered on a carrier wave provided externally.
Referring to the definitions in [2, TR 38.848], this is done in the context of:
-	Deployment scenario 1 (indoor-to-indoor) with Topology 1, and indoor microcell basestation.
-	Deployment scenario 2 (indoor-to-outdoor) with Topology 2 and indoor UE as intermediate node under network control, and outdoor macrocell basestation.
The spectrum considered is FR1 licensed spectrum in FDD, which can be in-band to NR, in guard-band to NR, or in standalone band(s). The traffic types considered are DO-DTT and DT, focusing on indoor inventory and indoor command representative use cases. The study also assesses whether the harmonized air interface can address the DO-A use case.
[bookmark: references][bookmark: _Toc160111583]2	References
The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.
-	References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or non‑specific.
-	For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.
-	For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document.
[1]	3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications".
[2]	3GPP TR 38.848: "Study on Ambient IoT (Internet of Things) in RAN".
[bookmark: definitions][bookmark: _Toc160111584]3	Definitions of terms, symbols and abbreviations
This clause and its three (sub) clauses are mandatory. The contents shall be shown as "void" if the TS/TR does not define any terms, symbols, or abbreviations.
[bookmark: _Toc160111585]3.1	Terms
For the purposes of the present document, the terms given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].
example: text used to clarify abstract rules by applying them literally.
[bookmark: _Toc160111586]3.2	Symbols
For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:
<symbol>	<Explanation>

[bookmark: _Toc160111587]3.3	Abbreviations
For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].
DO-A	Device-originated autonomous
DO-DTT	Device-originated by device-terminated trigger
DT	Device-terminated
FR	Frequency Range
IoT	Internet of Things
LPWA	Low-power, wide-area
LTE-MTC	Long Term Evolution – Machine Type Communication
NB-IoT	Narrowband IoT
RFID	Radio frequency identification
SFO	Sampling frequency offset
[bookmark: clause4][bookmark: _Toc160111588]4	Evaluation methodology
Editor’s note: These sub-clauses correspond to Objective 1a, 1b, 1d, respectively.
[bookmark: _Toc160111589]4.1	Remaining details of RAN design targets
[bookmark: _Toc160111590]4.2	Evaluation assumptions
[bookmark: _Toc160111591]4.3	Link budget template
[bookmark: _Toc160111592]5	Ambient IoT device architectures
[bookmark: _Toc160111593]5.1	~1 µW devices (Device 1)

[bookmark: _Toc160111594]5.2	≤few hundred µW devices

[bookmark: _Toc160111595]5.2.1	External carrier wave (Device 2a)

[bookmark: _Toc160111596]5.2.2	Internally-generated carrier wave (Device 2b)

[bookmark: _Toc160111597]6	Solutions for ambient IoT
[bookmark: _Toc160111598]6.1	Physical layer

[bookmark: _Toc160111599]6.2	Protocol stack and signalling procedures
Editor’s note: Corresponds to the RAN2 objective in the SID.
[bookmark: _Toc160111600]6.3	Impacts on CN-RAN interface
Editor’s note: Corresponds to the first RAN3 objective in the SID.

[bookmark: _Toc160111601]6.4	RAN architecture aspects
Editor’s note: Corresponds to the second RAN3 objective in the SID.

[bookmark: _Toc160111602]6.5	Coexistence of ambient IoT and NR/LTE
Editor’s note: Corresponds to the first RAN4 objective in the SID.

[bookmark: _Toc160111603]6.6	RF requirements study
Editor’s note: Corresponds to the second RAN4 objective in the SID.

[bookmark: _Toc160111604]6.7	Characteristics of carrier-wave waveform

[bookmark: _Toc160111605]6.8	Locating ambient IoT devices
Editor’s note: Proximity determination may be in a 6.8.x sub-clause, or another arrangement, depending on how the study proceeds.
[bookmark: startOfAnnexes][bookmark: _Toc160111606]7	Coverage evaluations

[bookmark: _Toc160111607]8	Conclusions and recommendations
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