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1
Introduction
The radio access technologies maintained and developed by 3GPP have changed significantly since the beginning of 3GPP, and 3GPP has a history of recognising such changes and adapting its own structure in order to ensure that it remains relevant and efficient to fulfil its tasks. 

At the current time, the industry is in a situation where GERAN technology is very mature, while HSPA and particularly LTE / LTE-Advanced are under strong pressure to evolve rapidly and introduce new features to meet the future requirements and aspirations of operators and consumers. 

In recognition of the evolution of the technology, we believe it is now the right time to reflect the technology evolution in the structure of 3GPP itself, as the interworking aspects and enhancements between different radio access technologies (RATs) are becoming more and more important, such examples are SRVCC/rSRVCC or BTS requirements from the multi-standard and multi-band RF work being worked both at RAN and GERAN domains. From the efficient interworking support and enhancements perspective close collaboration with 3GPP RAN WGs would be highly beneficial.
2
Discussion
ETSI therefore proposes that a review of the work and future of GERAN and how to best organize it. ETSI also proposes that an open group should be initiated under the PCG to undertake this review and prepare a concrete proposal with the aim of achieving the following benefits:

· reflecting the market and technology trends and priorities in the structure of 3GPP

· co-location of meetings & facilitate the rationalization of companies’ resources and to enable them to be directed more efficiently towards operator priorities

· increased synergies across all 3GPP RATs, e.g. in areas such as co-existence, mobility and interworking between different RATs, and device radiated requirement development for different RATs enhancements. 

When choosing the best approach for handling GERAN maintenance and evolution work, it is important to ensure that the LTE/HSPA time allocations in the current RAN WGs with critical workload situations would not be impacted by potential 3GPP restructuring, and efficient handling of the GERAN evolution and maintenance, which is required in the future.
3
Proposal
ETSI proposes there should be a review of the work and future of GERAN and how to best organize it. ETSI also proposes that an open group should be initiated under the PCG to prepare a concrete proposal for 3GPP OP based on reviewing and revisiting the way GERAN maintenance and evolution work is done.  The group should also consider the ramifications across the 3GPP project of any proposals considered.
