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1
Handling of Trade Associations within ETSI
Action PCG18/1 requested that Organizational Partners provide information on how Trade Associations are treated in respect of membership.
Within ETSI, Trade Associations are treated as follows (derived from documents ETSI/GA43(04)11r2 and ETSI/GA48(06)18r2).

i)
Trade Associations are eligible for membership of ETSI.
ii)
Trade Associations are “effectively” SMEs and therefore benefit from reduced subscription (i.e., 1 unit).

iii)
Associations may only be represented in ETSI by their employees and elected officials.  In addition a maximum of one nominated technical expert, per meeting, is allowed to attend and participate in meetings provided that the expert comes from a Member of that Association, unless explicitly authorised by the Director-General on a case-by-case basis.

iv)
This expert must be officially nominated in writing by the Association before the meeting begins, at which time he/she must also disclose all affiliations (employers, contractors, etc.). All employees, elected officials and/or nominated technical expert of an Association attending ETSI meetings shall only represent that Association’s views.

v)
In any case, where an Association is submitting a technical proposal for a standard or a technical specification, it shall, on a bona fide basis, comply with the ETSI IPR Policy and draw the attention of ETSI not only to any of that Association’s IPR which might be essential if that proposal is adopted, but also to any of that Association’s Member’s IPR, which might be essential if that proposal is adopted
